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I. Introduction.

Shortly after salvation every new believer should receive instruction concerning his spiritual gift.  This study is written to help new believers or believers who have not yet determined their spiritual gift.  I Corinthians 12:4 and 7 says, “Now there are diversities of gifts but the same Spirit…But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.”  Every saved person has a spiritual gift given by the Holy Spirit who dwells within for the purpose of service now and reward in Heaven.  The Greek word translated “gifts” in I Corinthians 12:4 is the word “charisma”.  “Charisma” has at its root the word “charis”.  “Charis” is the word translated “grace” throughout the New Testament.  “Charisma” means a gift of grace from God.  Grace is God’s enabling.  God enables you to serve Him in specific ways by His presence and power.  Every saved, born again child of God has the Holy Spirit dwelling within and has enabling to serve God in a specific way as it relates to ministering to people.  Do you, dear reader, know what your spiritual gift is?

Spiritual gifts in the Bible are referred to in three N.T. passages.  Ephesians 4:11 deals with the gifts that we will call, Ministry gifts.  Romans 12:6-8 deals with the gifts that we will call Motivation gifts.  I Corinthians 12:8-10 deals with the gifts that we will call Manifestation gifts.  

II. The Ministry Gifts.

Ephesians 4:11 and 12 say, “And he gave some apostles; and some prophets; and some evangelists; and some pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.”  Ministry gifts are God’s enabling for public service and positions of ministering and preaching the word in the church.

A. Apostles.

The word apostle means “sent one”.  Jesus chose and sent 12 men to lead and preach. We do not believe that the gift of Apostle is still a gift given by the Holy Spirit to believers because the Bible indicates that there were only 12.  Revelation 21:14 says, “And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.”  The word apostle is not used in scripture to refer to anyone other than the twelve apostles of Christ.  One, apostacized, betrayed Christ and went and committed suicide.  His name was Judas.  Who then was the 12th apostle to replace Judas with his name on the 12th foundation stone of the Heavenly city?  Some say based on Acts 1:26 it must be Matthias.  Others insist it must be the Apostle Paul.  In Acts 12:4, Jesus told His disciples to, “wait for the promise of the Father.”  We conclude therefore that they took the selection of Matthias without instruction or leading of the Lord.  This is supported by the fact that they had to cast lots to determine Matthias.  If they had waited as instructed, they would have realized the Lord intended to save and call Paul to be the Apostle to the Gentiles.  Paul is the 12th apostle called by Jesus Christ.  Paul in the scriptures is called an apostle above 16 times such as I Corinthians 1:1, “Paul called to be an apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ…”  It should be settled then that Paul is the 12th apostle.
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B. Prophets.

There are two views concerning prophets.  One is that this was only an apostolic era gift and like the O.T. prophets meant a fore- telling of new revelation.  However, since Romans 12 identifies the gift of prophecy as a Motivation gift, a potential gift for all believers, we believe the proper understanding of the N.T. gift of prophecy is a form of preaching or forth- telling already revealed scriptural truth.  This gift is often seen in pastors and evangelists for the ministry of revival in the church.

C. Evangelists.

There are two views about evangelists.  One is that they are itinerate traveling preachers preaching for revival in the saints.  Revival historically is almost always followed by great evangelistic harvests of souls being saved and added to the church.  The second view is that evangelists are men specially gifted to preach the Gospel and win souls to salvation.  We might refer to a good soul winner in church as having the gift of evangelism.  We might refer to a preacher who travels to preach the gospel and organize churches a Missionary.  The best missionaries will have the gift of Evangelism.

D. Pastors/Teachers.

The Greek word translated pastor means to feed.  The Pastor is called to feed the church like a shepherd feeds a flock of sheep.  This is the ministry of teaching and discipling the saints.  The pastor is the under shepherd for Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ.  Pastoring entails feeding the flock the word of God, taking the oversight as the bishop of the flock and leading and ruling in the flock as the elder of the flock, (Acts 20:17-28, Titus 1:5-9, I Peter 5:1-4).

III. The Motivation Gifts.

Romans 12:6-8 gives us the main list of spiritual gifts for the N.T. church.  In contrast to the ministry gifts, these gifts are often identified as motivation gifts of the Spirit.  One of these gifts will be the main motivation in the life of every saved child of God for serving Christ.

Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given unto us whether prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; Or ministry, let us wait on our ministering: or he that teacheth on teaching: Or he that exhorteth on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it with simplicity: he that ruleth, with diligence: he that showeth mercy, with cheerfulness.
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A. There are no exceptions.

We will emphasize it again that every born again child of God has received with the indwelling of the Holy Ghost of God a spiritual gift of the Holy Ghost for His service.  I Corinthians 12:7,11 say, “But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal…But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.”  This does not mean that every believer has multiple gifts or even every gift nor does it mean that every believer will have one certain gift.  Every believer will have the gift that the Holy Spirit chooses to give to him.  Therefore to insist that every believer must have the gift of tongues in order to evidence the presence of the Holy Spirit is totally false!  M. R. DeHaan said it well on page 142, “How utterly false therefore to make one’s particular experience the inviolable pattern for everyone else’s experience.”

B. There are no extravagances.

The Bible seems to teach that every Christian has only one of these spiritual gifts.  II Timothy 1:6 says, “Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God which is in thee…”  Obviously the word “gift” here is singular.  The apostle Paul by inspiration is encouraging Timothy that he not neglect the gift of the Holy Spirit in his ministry.  

It is incorrect to assume that every gift is developing in every Christian by virtue of the presence of the Holy Spirit in the same way as the fruit of the Spirit.  Some Bible believers on account of this have down played these gifts and even avoided them.  We believe that it would be incorrect to conclude that these gifts are just graces of the Holy Spirit in every believer.  No, these are specific gifts.

However, the N.T. does teach all Christians to practice these spiritual graces by the grace of God.  There are seven gifts listed in Romans 12:6-8: prophecy, ministry, teaching, exhortation, giving, ruling and mercy.  I Corinthians 14:1-5, teaches that we all are to prophesy for the edification of the church.  Galatians 5:13 says, “by love serve one another.”  We are all to be ministering to one another.  Matthew 28:20, teaches that all of Jesus’ disciples are to “go and teach all nations.”  We obviously all are to be teachers.  Hebrews 10:25 instructs us to be exhorting one another.  We all are to be exhorters.  Jesus said in Luke 6:38, “give and it shall be given to you…”  We all are to be givers.  I Timothy 3:4 and Proverbs 17:2, teach that we are all to be ruling our homes and our children.  So, we are all rulers.  Jesus said in Matthew 5:7, “Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy.”  Obviously we are all to be merciful.  In spite of these truths we must conclude that there is a difference between recognizing these as spiritual graces of God in all believers and as specific spiritual gifts of the Spirit for primary service.

There is one particular and one prevailing spiritual gift in all who are saved.  It is a divine, sovereign enabling and prevailing motivation of the Holy Spirit within for service.  
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Ask yourself this question.  Which one of these gifts of the Spirit do I have as a prevailing motivation and divine enabling?  In considering this question we need to differentiate in our minds between the inner motivation and enabling of the Holy Spirit and the outer motivation of the influence of others and our own desires to imitate or covet to be like others.  Your gift of the Spirit will be led by the Spirit and empowered by the Spirit.  Your gift of the Spirit will also seem to be deeply a part of who you are as a person in the way your think and feel and spiritually prioritize, again led and empowered by the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit’s gifts will never conflict with His inspired word.  The Holy Spirit will never lead you in violation of any Bible principle whether moral or doctrinal.  Where there is profanity, selfishness, cruelty, inordinate affection and false teaching there is not the Holy Spirit working, leading or empowering.

C. The Purpose of Diversity.

The diversity of Spiritual gifts brings unity and effective function to the body, the church.  I Corinthians 12:14-22,

For the body is not one member, but many.  If the foot shall say, because I am not the hand, I am not of the body: is it therefore not of the body?  And if the ear shall say, because I am not the eye, I am not of the body: is it therefore not of the body?  If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing?  If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?… And if they were all one member, where were the body?   And now are they many members, yet but one body.  And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have no need of you.  Nay much more those members of the body, which seem to be more feeble are necessary.

Imagine a body that has no feet to walk, no hands to give, no eyes to see, no ears to hear and no mouth to talk.  This scripture is given that we all develop appreciation and understanding for other people’s spiritual gifts.  We need to realize how we benefit from other’s gifts and how essential each on is to the whole.

D. An Illustration of Motivation Spiritual Gifts.

Seven different Christians have all gathered together for fellowship at a certain believer’s home.  All seven gifts of Romans 12 may be manifest in the following scenario.  Dinner is finished and now it is time for dessert to be served.  In the process of passing the individual desserts around, someone has dropped a dessert on the floor.  Here is what each one might say according to their particular Motivation spiritual gift.

Prophecy: “That is what happens when you are not careful.”

Ministry: “Oh, let me help you clean it up.”

Teaching: “The reason that dessert fell is that it was not positioned squarely on the plate and therefore was too heavy on one side.”
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Exhortation: “Next time we can all be responsible to get our own dessert so that we don’t have any accidents.”

Giving: “Here, you may have my dessert, I don’t need one.”

Mercy: “Don’t feel badly, I am usually the one who drops things.”

Ruling: “Jim, get the mop, Sue, bring the trash can, Jane, get out another plate and fork and I’ll cut another piece of dessert.”

E. The Evaluation of Motivation Spiritual gifts.

PROPHECY.  Prophecy involves forth telling scripture to expose sin, proclaim righteousness and warn of judgment.  Such people are bold, direct, frank and persuasive in speech.  They bring to light things previously concealed or ignored.  They are motivated to make corrections in others and see evidence of change for God’s glory.  They can be mistaken for being harsh and insensitive and intolerant.  Their main concern is for what is right.  They must be careful to have love without hypocrisy.  They need to guard against pride and acting in their own strength and not the power and leading of the Holy Spirit.  They need to watch that they do not categorize people to the extent of missing the individual with personal needs.

MINISTRY/HELPS.  A minister is a server who has a unique ability to recall specific likes and dislikes of people and to overlook personal discomfort in order to meet the desires and needs of others.  Such have good physical stamina to fulfill service with disregard to personal weariness.  They are always willing to use personal resources to help without wanting to be repaid.  They are motivated to demonstrate love by meeting practical needs of others.  Sometimes they have an inability to say, “no”.  Sometimes they are taken to be pushy. They may fail to include others.  Their disregard toward personal expense may cost them in meeting their own family’s needs.  Occasionally they are viewed with suspicion of self- advancement.  They may react toward others whom they think are not doing what to them is obvious.  They don’t like to be served and need to be careful about pride in their good deeds.  They need to watch against becoming bitter or easily hurt when not recognized or appreciated.  Sometimes they may overemphasize practical needs to the neglect of spiritual needs.  Their concentration on doing what they think must be done may sidetrack them from directions given to them from authority.

TEACHING.  Teachers engage in research and detailed study in order to validate truth.  They dig out facts, organize and accumulated knowledge for systematic dissemination.  They focus on accuracy.  They test those that are teaching them.  They avoid frivolous, unsubstantiated claims and cringe at inaccuracies.  They are diligent and fervent in work for the Lord.  They have a greater joy in researching truth than even presenting it.  Their motivation is to discover why and stimulated belief in others.   They need to be careful about boasting of their knowledge and being unbalanced in focusing on information rather than practical application.  Their advanced knowledge coupled with testing other’s knowledge may appear to be pride of intellect.  The many details that they bring to bear often seem unnecessary to those listening.  Their objective research may become boring 
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and lack warmth and feeling when speaking.  They need to be careful that they not become more concerned about research than the response of others.

EXHORTATION.  Exhorters are encouragers.  Their motivation is to motivate and stimulate people for the future.  They can visualize and prescribe the steps to rise and achieve.  They rejoice in hope and are patient and persistent.  They are practically minded to the extent of avoiding that which is impractical though necessary or right.  They see clearly how trials and tribulations now can and will produce productivity and maturity in the future.  They match events from human experience with principles from scripture.  They major on verbal approval and visible acceptance when speaking to individuals or groups.  They may miss giving warnings and rebukes when essential.  They are thrilled with those that are eager to follow the steps of action.  They are grieved when teaching is not accompanied with practical steps of action.  They delight in gaining new insights.  Sometimes they have a tendency to oversimplify the problem or underestimate the extent of the trouble.  Sometimes in their excitement they take scripture out of its context.  They need to watch against boasting of personal results or of being discouraged when there is a lack of progress.  They can spend too much time with those who do not respond to encouragement.  They need to be warned about working for selfish gain.

GIVING.  Givers make wise purchases and investments.  They are motivated to entrust personal assets to others for the furtherance of the ministry.  They are prepared to make quick and easy decisions to give to an immediate need.  They do not need pressure and appeals to give.  They just enjoy freely giving to needs of others.  They may use their example of giving to motivate others to give.  They are concerned and alert about needs that others may overlook.  They are thrilled when they hear that their giving is an answer to someone else’s specific prayer.  They will confer with their partners about the confirmation of an amount of a gift.  They desire to feel a part of the work or person to whom they give.  They are concerned with the needs of strangers.  They need tobe careful about being proud of their giving, and of measuring their spiritual success b the giving of their material assets.   They may overlook long range goals to meet immediate needs.  They may seem to be focused too much on the temporal.  Their giving may be perceived to be an attempt to control a work or person.  Their attempt to motivate others to ive may appear as a lack of sensitivity to other’s lack of financial ability to give.  His personal frugality may appear to be selfishness.

RULING/GOVERNMENT.  Here we are talking about leaders.  They are able to see the overall picture and to clarify long- range goals.  They are organizers and impeccable fulfillers of responsibility.  Leaders are movers.  They move to complete tasks as quickly as possible.  They understand and organize resources and know how to delegate.  They are goal oriented.  Their motivation is to coordinate activities to accomplish tasks and reach goals.  The have a tendency to sit on the sidelines until it is necessary for them to take charge and shine.  They also may just take charge when no apparent structure or leadership exists.  They easily endure negative reactions from others in order to accomplish the task.  They fully enjoy seeing all the pieces come together and others enjoying the successful results.  They have a desire to move on to a new challenge when 
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a goal is reached or a job completed.  Their delegating may be misunderstood for laziness.  Their endurance of negative reaction is mistaken for insensitivity and callousness.  They are not known for giving explanations, just orders causing some to feel misused.  Sometimes people seem less important to them than the project.  They need to be warned against being on a power kick with pride in their ability.  They may even overlook major character faults in those they see they can use to reach their goals.

MERCY.  The person gifted in showing mercy is able to feel an atmosphere of joy or distress in an individual or group.  They are attracted to people in distress.  They feel and communicate empathy with the misfortunes and miseries of others.  They are motivated to identify with and comfort those who are in distress and bring relief and healing.  They seek to relate and meet the emotional mental needs of others.  They seem to have more of an acute understanding for mental distress than for physical distress.  They share happiness and enter grief with those in sorrow.  They may have a lack of firmness.  They are extremely sensitive about words and actions that they deem will hurt or offend others.  They seem to be discerners of the motives of others.  They enjoy unity with others that are like them and close their spirit against those they feel are insincere or insensitive.  They need to be warned about resenting others and running on emotions rather than sound judgment and logic.  Their attraction and empathy may be misinterpreted by those of the opposite sex.  Their sensitivity to offenses may lead them to take up with offenses.  Their judgment of the insincerity of others may make it difficult for them to get along with others who are different than them.  They also need to be warned about being proud of their ability to empathize and judge the motives of others.

What we have written in the previous paragraphs is by no means exact descriptions but generalizations.  Though the description of these gifts may seem to be descriptions of the way people are wired by God, as individuals, so that even unsaved people carry these unique traits, saved people have a definite divine endowment of the Holy Spirit within to use these gifts and traits in serving the Lord within the church and the world.  The key matter is the gifting and enabling of the Holy Spirit to cause us to be productive spiritually and not manifest the carnality of the old nature.  In other words, we must make sure that we know how God has gifted us and to be always led and empowered of the Holy Spirit for the glory of God.  I Corinthians 10:31, “Whether therefore ye eat or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”

IV. The Manifestation Gifts.

A. The Explanation.

The Manifestation gifts were gifts listed in the N.T. that had a special manifestation purpose of God.  During the time of Christ and His apostles things were changing.  New scriptures were being given by inspiration of God, namely the New Testament.  A new Gospel message was being preached, salvation to Jews and Gentiles that repent and believe on the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  A new transition was taking 
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place from God dealing with Israel to God dealing with Israel and Gentiles saved and a part of a new organism the church.  Many reputable Bible scholars believe that some or all of these manifestation gifts were temporary in nature.  They had a purpose to fulfill in the transition between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant and after that faded away having fulfilled their purpose.  Oliver B. Greene in his commentary on I Corinthians wrote on page 394,

We must distinguish between the gifts of the Spirit which were bestowed upon the apostles and the gifts of the Spirit which are permanent…Some of the gifts were given at a specific time for a specific purpose and lasted only during the apostolic testimony.

Walvoord and Zuch of Dallas Theological Seminary in their Bible Knowledge Commentary, page 533 present a similar opinion.

With the possible exception of faith, all these gifts seem to have been confirmatory and foundational gifts for the establishment of the church and were therefore temporary.

Many authors who have written on spiritual gifts have focused only on the gifts of Romans 12 for the church because of this belief that the manifestation gifts were temporary.  As we approach the study of these manifestation gifts let us consider that God is able to do miraculous things whenever He chooses and however He chooses and through whomsoever He chooses.  Our approach shall be to see how these gifts were used of God during the Apostolic time and consider whether such gifts may be in operation today in Christ’s church or whether they have fulfilled their purposes and may be ceased.

Dr. Ironside was one who had reserve in saying that these gifts were temporary and have ceased.  In his commentary on I Corinthians he said on pages 377,378,

I do not know of any scripture that tells us that these gifts have absolutely disappeared…as dissension and other things came in that grieved the Lord there was more reserve on His part in bestowing gifts… The church has gotten so far away and there is so much strife, division, worldliness and carnality that He no longer delights to lavish His gifts upon her as He did in the beginning.

B. The Exposition.

The manifestation gifts as listed in I Corinthians 12 are: Wisdom, Knowledge, Faith, Healing, Working Miracles, Prophecy, Discerning spirits, Tongues and Interpretation of Tongues.  I Corinthians 12:7-11 says,

But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal.  For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of
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healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will

WISDOM.  We know from James 1:5 that God has promised to give wisdom to His saints liberally if we would ask for it.  However the gift of Wisdom seems to have a specific manifestation and purpose.  M.R. DeHaan in his commentary on I Corinthians wrote on page 141 concerning this gift of wisdom.  “This was for special revelations while the N.T. was still unwritten.”  Lets consider how the Apostle Paul manifested this gift in I Corinthians 2:6,7.

Howbeit we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of this world, nor of the princes of this world, that come to nought:  But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory.

The apostle’s speaking the “wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom” ordained of God before the world began, speaks specifically of the giving of scripture by inspiration of God through himself and the other apostles at that time.  If scripture revelation is not complete then the gift of wisdom is still in operation.  However, if the revelation of God in scripture is complete then this gift of wisdom is no longer in operation.  The revelation of scripture is complete.  The last book of the Bible, Revelation 22:18,19 says,

For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the Holy city and from the things which are written in this book.

Any invention of man’s imagination to alter this gift to be something other than the hidden wisdom of God by revelation of scripture, which has been forever settled in heaven, is not the scriptural gift of Wisdom of the Holy Spirit of God.

KNOWLEDGE.  We know from I Peter 3:18 that all Christians are to grow in knowledge.  However the gift of knowledge seems to have a clear manifestation purpose that is distinct from the knowledge all believers are to grow in.  Concerning this gift of the Spirit, the apostle Paul spoke in I Corinthians 14:6 when he asked this question, “…what shall I profit you except I shall speak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge or by prophesying or by doctrine?”  His usage of the words “revelation”, “knowledge” and “prophesying” by inspiration of the Spirit of God indicate as in the case of the gift of Wisdom that the gift of Knowledge was directly given by God to those who were speaking and writing by inspiration of God and giving the church forever settled in 
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heaven, inspired scripture.  For the N.T. scriptures are both the wisdom and knowledge of God.  

As we have already seen according to Revelation 22:18,19 the scriptures are complete.  There is no new revelation, new wisdom, and new knowledge of God to be given.  This explains why in I Corinthians 13:8, the apostle Paul wrote by inspiration of God, “…whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.”  Anyone who claims extra biblical knowledge according to the spiritual gift of knowledge is lying.  The task before us today is to “study to shew ourselves approved unto God”, (II Timothy 2:15) and to preach “instant in season and out of season”, (IITimothy 4:2), the completed scriptures already given, for they are the completion of the wisdom and knowledge of God given to man by inspiration of God.

FAITH.  Every born again child of God has received the gift of faith.  Ephesians 2:8 says, “For by grace are ye saved through faith and that not of yourselves it is the gift of God.”  The N.T. saint is instructed as a justified person to “live by faith”, Galatians 3:11.  We are also instructed to “walk by faith and not by sight”, (II Corinthians 5:7). We do not believe that there is another gift of faith, but that all believers are given the gift of faith and exhorted by Christ to use this gift by His leading.  Our great hindrance like Christ’s disciples is unbelief instead of faith as a mustard seed.  Oliver B. Green on pages 343 and 344 of his commentary on I Corinthians said,

The faith in this verse is the special gift of faith spoken of in chapter 13 verse 2, ‘and though I have all faith so that I could remove mountains…’ it is a special bestowment of faith that is manifested in the deeds of the individual who has the gift.

Jesus said unto his disciples in Luke 17:6 after they asked Him to increase their faith, “If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root and be thou planted in the sea and it should obey you.’  We who are saved by God’s grace are Jesus’ disciples and we are clearly exhorted to have mustard seed faith that will experience powerful results.  

Peter demonstrated this gift of faith in Acts 5:9,10 when he said to Sapphira, “Behold the feet of them which have buried thy husband are at the door and shall carry thee out.”   This is the same gift of faith as Elijah’s declaration to Ahab in I Kings 17:1, “…As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand there shall be no dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.”  This example of Elijah is given to us in James 5:16-18 for N.T. Christians to pray effectually and fervently in faith.  This gift of faith is also seen in David with his confidence that God would have him slay the giant.  In I Samuel 17:37, David said, “…The Lord that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine.”
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Since the Bible is complete, our calling is to believe it and declare it.  We trust God to do great things according to His word and will.  And as we stand up in faith in His word and will, we leave the outcome to God.  God may lead us to say what God will do, or he may not.  We certainly do not speak in fleshly presumption.  There is a difference between speaking with the Holy Ghost controlling our mouth and speaking with presumption.  The three Hebrew children in Daniel 3:17,18, believed that God could deliver them.  They did not declare presumptuously that He would, though God could have declared through their mouths what He would do.  Instead they stood obedient and left the results with God.

If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand O king.  But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image, which thou hast set up.

Charles Finney spoke of a group of young men that hindered the work of revival in a certain place.  It became a matter of prayer for him and brother Nash.  At the close of the service brother Nash addressed the young men braced against the work of the Holy Ghost, “Now mark me young men!  God will break your ranks in less than one week, either by converting some of you or by sending some of you to Hell.  He will do this as certainly as the Lord is my God!”  Before the week was out, all of the young men had believed on Christ.  Obviously no one should ever say such presumptuously for such would no doubt fail and cause harm to the cause of Christ.  However if one is filled with the Spirit and speaks in faith as led of the Spirit then we can be sure that God will do it.  This is how believers are to walk and live by faith.

HEALING.  Jesus Christ had the gift of healing.  Matthew 8:16 says, “When the even was come, they brought unto him many that were possessed with devils: and he cast out the spirits with his word and healed all that were sick.”  The apostles had the gift of healing.  Acts 5:12, 16 say,

And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people…There came also a multitude out of the cities round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were healed every one.

Notice that the gift of healing in both cases involved healing “all” and “every one”.  The gift of healing was given to heal “all” and “every one”.  The gift of healing was not based on the faith of the sick individual.  Nearly half of all Jesus’ healings were to people who had not asked for healing or expressed any faith for healing.  He and his apostles healed at will whom they willed to heal.  There is no evidence that this gift of healing has existed on earth since the apostles.  If it existed, “every one” and “all” who came in contact with the one who had the gift would be healed.  Hospitals would be emptied.  And the whole world would take notice.  
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But consider that before the apostles died, this gift changed!  In Acts 20:9-12, Paul raised, at will, Eutychus from the dead.  This is the last healing at will of the Apostle Paul recorded in scripture.  Approximately six years later, Paul was presented with the physical sickness of Trophimus.  According to II Timothy 4:20, Paul left Trophimus at Miletus “sick”.  Why would Paul leave this dear brother sick if he had the gift of healing to heal “all” and “every one”?  The only answer is, that the gift to heal at will, “all” and “every one” was a temporary manifestation gift.  God gave the gift to his apostles to verify the dispensational change and to be a sign to the Jews and then before they passed away the gift ceased. 

God still heals!  God heals for His glory as in the case with the man born blind in John 9:3.  God heals in His will when the sickness is because of sin and the sin is repented of, (I Corinthians 11:30,31). God heals in His will according to prayer and anointing with oil, (James 5:14).  But it is not according to man’s will but according to His will!  When we pray for healing we always conclude with, “not my will but thine be done.”  And when God heals according to our prayers we do not exalt ourselves with spiritual pride and claim the N.T. gift of healing and then go on healing tours condemning people who are not healed for not having enough faith.  This is hypocrisy not the gift of healing!

MIRACLES.  Jesus and the apostles worked great miracles.  Miracles are supernatural occurrences beyond human possibilities.  Acts 19:11,12 speaks of the miracles the apostle Paul performed.

And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul: So that from his body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the diseases departed from them and the evil spirits went out of them.

The key word here is “special” referring to the miracles.  God gave limited power to the apostles to perform miracles.  Unlike Christ you do not see Paul disappearing through the crowds to prevent his stoning or beating.  Neither do you see him standing in the ship rebuking the wind preventing shipwreck.  Nor do any of the apostles miraculously prevent their own martyrdom.  

Once again we emphatically declare that God still works miracles!  God may even do supernatural miracles as a result of the faith and prayers of His people.  This however does not equate to one having the gift of Miracles.  God has not manifested this gift in any way close to the likeness of Christ and His apostles upon any of His saints since the time of the apostles.  We also need to be reminded that the greatest thing that glorifies Christ is faith in His word.  In Luke 16:30 the man in hell was told that if people would not believe the scriptures, they will not be “persuaded though one rose from the dead.”  The purpose of Miracles is not to persuade people to believe on Christ.  Christ himself faced such carnal desires for signs and wonders that he declared twice in Matthew 12:39 and Matthew 16:4 that the wicked and adulterous seek signs and none will be given but the sign of Jonah, a type of Christ’s death burial and resurrection.  
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The gift of miracles was not an evangelistic tool to impress and persuade people to be saved.  The gift of miracles was a temporary sign to impact the Jews and authenticate the dispensational change from Israel to the church.  The next one who comes on earth doing great signs and wonders according to II Thessalonians 2:9, Matthew 24:24, and Revelation 13 is the false christ, the Antichrist.  His purpose will be to inspire belief intending to deceive the whole world and even if possible the very elect that he is christ.  Since the final church age is identified as lukewarm and since we are in that state today as churches, this is no time to be enamored and chasing professed healers, miracle workers and performers of signs and wonders, for such are false and preparing the world stage for the Antichrist!

PROPHECY.  The gift of prophecy listed in I Corinthians 12:10 is not the same as the N.T. gift of prophecy listed in Romans 12:6.  The context reveals how the word prophecy is to be taken either as a forth telling of already revealed scripture or the fore- telling of new scripture not previously revealed.  Here in I Corinthians 12:10 it is the latter.  Speaking of this prophecy, Walvoord and Zuck on page 533 wrote, “Prophecy is the ability like that of the Old Testament prophets…”  Much of the N.T. scripture is the revelation of new truth and foretelling of future events.  Paul manifested this gift when he wrote by inspiration of God I Corinthians 15:51-53,

Behold I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised incorruptible and we shall be changed.  For this corruptible must put on incorruption and this mortal must put on immortality.

As in the case of the manifestation gifts of Wisdom and Knowledge, this gift of Prophecy for the foretelling of the future events in scripture is complete.  Of this manifestation gift of Prophecy, I Corinthians 13:8 says, “…whether their be prophecies, they shall fail…”  This means that people will falsely give prophecies attempting to copy the apostles but their prophecies will be false and will fail proving that the prophet is a false prophet.  There are no new scriptural prophecies!

DISCERNING SPIRITS.  Dr. Ironside on page 385 of his commentary on I Corinthians defined the discerning of spirits as, “The ability to see through people.”  Christ had this gift.  Peter too we believe had this gift.  In Acts 5:3, Ananias laid the money at the apostle’s feet and Peter said, “…Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of the price of the land?”  Peter saw through Ananias and saw things that Ananias did that Peter did not actually witness and Peter saw the working of Satan in Ananias.  In Acts 8:18-23, Peter had a lot to say about Simon when he asked for the power to lay hands on people to receive the Holy Ghost.  Peter saw through Simon and saw the carnal motive and saw the work of Satan in him.

Is it possible for a believer to have this gift today?  Is it possible to judge the motives of others and the working of Satan without error?  Not without the revealing work of the
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Holy Ghost.  We do not want to limit the Holy Ghost and say that this can never happen today, but we believe that this particular gift being the main spiritual ability for service of God is not necessary.  Once again it was unique to the apostolic era while the transition from Israel and the Jews to the church and the N.T. was taking place.  God has given us his completed word now and we can discern based on scripture and the Spirit’s guiding into all truth, (John 16:13).  We test the spirits by examining them in the light of scripture.  This manifestation apostolic gift is no longer needed.  The purposes of God for this gift have been met during the time of the apostles.

TONGUES AND INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES.  Only two books of the N.T. mention the gift of Tongues, Acts and I Corinthians.  From the Acts 2 account of the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost we learn three things about the manifestation gift of tongues.  First, from verse 6, we learn that they were known living languages of people present.  “Every man heard them speak in his own language.”  Second, we learn from verse 11 that one of the purposes of this manifestation was to spread the good news of the Gospel.  “We do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.”  Third, according to verses 16-18, this was in fulfillment of the prophecy Joel.  

The biblical gift of tongues was therefore true earthly languages of men to be understood by men.  In I Corinthians 13:1 the apostle was speaking hypothetically about the tongue of angels.  Whether there is such a thing as angelic tongues we cannot say for sure.  We can say this, for sure, there is no biblical evidence that the gift of tongues ever involved any language other than languages of men to be understood by men. This gift also was a fast way to spread the Gospel and the word of God before scripture had been completed and the work of translation set forward.  And by stating that the prophecy of Joel was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost there is no reason to assume that it would be fulfilled again 2000 years later.  The fact is, half of the prophecy of Joel was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost and the other half will be fulfilled during the Tribulation after the rapture of the church.

As tongues are mentioned in I Corinthians 14 a very evident problem is set forth.  The word “unknown” is linked with the word “tongue” as what was being spoken by people in the Corinthian church.  There was a problem of confusion, lack of edification, disorderliness, and possibly even the assessment that they were crazy based on the speaking of “unknown tongues”.  “Unknown tongues” may not have been actual languages at all.  It could be that there was just plain carnal fakery going on or persuasive ecstatic utterances.  “Unknown tongues” may have been actual language but no one was present that could understand and interpret the meaning of what was being said.  We are not told the exact case.  This we are told in verses 9-19.

So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken?…Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian and he that speaketh shall be 
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a barbarian unto me…seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church.  Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret.  For if I pray in an unknown tongue my spirit prayeth but my understanding is unfruitful.  What is it then?  I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the understanding also…Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest?  For thou verily givest thanks well but the other is not edified…Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding that by my voice I might teach others also than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.

Because of the confusion, lack of edification and disorderliness verses 26-40 set down rules for the speaking of tongues in the church.  They are as follows:

1. “Let all things be done unto edifying.” (vs. 26).

2. Speaking in unknown tongues is limited to two or at the maximum three to a meeting and in orderly course (not at the same time), vs. 27.

3. There must be an interpreter of the 2-3 who speak in tongues.  If there is no interpreter than there is no speaking in tongues, vs.28.

4. Women must remain silent, vs. 34.

Let us not overlook I Corinthians 14:21,22.  Here we are told that a purpose of “tongues” not “unknown tongues” is “for a sign” to unbelievers.  I Corinthians 1:22 says, “the Jews require a sign.”  Every occurrence of speaking in tongues in the book of Acts always has unsaved Jews present to fulfill the purpose of the sign.  I Corinthians 14:21 quotes Isaiah 28:11,12, “With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.”  The manifestation gift of tongues was clearly another temporary gift for the purpose of marking to the Jews the transition from the O.T. to the N.T. and the dispensation of Israel to the dispensation of the church.  This explains why I Corinthians 13:8 says, “…whether there be tongues they shall cease.”  There is no reference in history that the gift of tongues continued after the apostolic period or occurred anywhere in the church age after the apostles.  All historical references of anything close are similar to the modern day phenomena in the charismatic movement of fakery or unexplainable ecstatic utterance, which is not actual language.  Often when such is found in history it is not associated with Bible believing Christians but with spiritism.

We are not saying that the Holy Spirit of God cannot bless someone with supernatural language abilities.  There have been those such as Wilson and others who have been blessed to be able to speak and or understand virtually any language on earth.  But this is not the same as the N.T. manifestation gift of Tongues as seen among the apostolic church in the book of Acts.
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V. The Conclusion.

Oliver B. Green wrote about the manifestation gifts in his commentary on I Corinthians on page 398, “God was making His last call and giving His last testimony to the Jews.”  Jude 3 teaches us that the faith has now been delivered to the saints.  It is completed in what James calls in James 1:25, “The perfect law of liberty.”  This is none else but the Bible.  There is no new wisdom, no new knowledge and no new prophecy.  Where people are claiming this, heresy and scriptural unfaithfulness is found.  There is no more any need of authenticating by miracles, healing, tongues, and signs and wonders.  This has already been done and we can read all about it in scripture.  Today if people will not believe the Bible, they will not be “persuaded though one rose from the dead.” (Luke 16:30).  Just as Jesus quit giving signs to the Jews because of their unbelief in Matthew 16:4, God has quit giving the manifestation gifts of the Holy Spirit.  The next one who comes on earth doing real signs and wonders, healing and miracles will be the Antichrist.  Watch and pray lest you be deceived!

Seek God about your spiritual gift, but prayerfully consider your gift from the passages of Romans 12:6-8, or Ephesians 4:11-12.  Seek to walk in the Spirit and be led of the Spirit to serve God bearing much fruit for His glory.
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