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INTRODUCTION.

We are hearing every year of the removal of Christ from the celebration of Christmas.  Public schools are banning the use of Christmas carols.   Government’s are banning the displays of nativity scenes on public ground.  Television mostly portrays only Santa Claus, frosty the snow man, rudolph, the grinch etc.  Stores require employees to only say “happy holidays” in place of  “Merry Christmas”.  There are even churches and Christians that think the holiday is pagan and unchristian.  What should the Bible believer do in these circumstances.  What is exactly the truth about this holiday.  In this paper we will look at the Time of Christ’s birth, the Traditions of Christ’s birth and the triumph at Christmas.

I.
THE TIME OF CHRIST’S BIRTH.

WHEN WAS IT?

Contrary to public opinion, the timing of Christ’s birth can be traced biblically.  Even though this knowledge is readily known, it is still highly controversial because of the desire of man to make the Bible say what he wants it to say.

Tracing and locating the date of Christ’s birth begins with tracing the birth of John the Baptist.  Luke 1:5 says, “There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia…”  Verse eight says, “And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest’s office before God in the order of his course…”  In verses 12 and 13 an angel appeared and told him he would have a son to be named John.  Then verses 23 and 24 read, “And it came to pass, that, as soon as the days of his ministration were accomplished, he departed to his own house,  And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself five months…”  Here are several points that fix a starting date.

1).  Zecharias’ course of service in the temple was the course of Abia which is the same as Abijah.  From 

I Chronicles 24:10 we learn that the course for the service in the temple of the family of Abijah was the eighth month.  The eighth month of the religious calendar of the temple was called Heshvan and corresponds with the middle of October to the middle of November.  Clearly he finished his course, went home and then in a matter of days Elisabeth conceived.  John the baptist was conceived corresponding to  mid to late November.

2).  Luke 1:26-38 details the account of the angel Gabriel coming to the virgin Mary, espoused to Joseph, to proclaim the conception of Christ by the Holy Ghost.  Elisabeth had from verse 24 hid herself for five months and then returned home.  Twice in verse 26 and verse 36 we are told that Elisabeth was in her sixth month of pregnancy, likely the beginning when Gabriel appeared to Mary.  Notice that in verse 31 and 35 the angel’s proclamation is in the future tense.  It is an error to assume it happened immediately.  Elisabeth’s conception did not happen immediately nor did Mary’s.  Elisabeth was now home so Mary went to be with her.  Verses 39 and 40 read, “And Mary arose in those days and went…and entered into the house of Zacharias and saluted Elisabeth.”  The beginning of Elisabeth’s sixth month of pregnancy would be equivalent to mid to late April.

3).  Luke 1:56 says, “And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned to her own house.”  After telling Elisabeth what the angel said, the babe in Elisabeth’s womb leaped, verse 41.  Spending about three months together would put Elisabeth at the end of eight months and beginning her ninth month of pregnancy.  It seems odd that Mary would not have stayed until the baby was born.  It is right to believe that Mary realized she was pregnant and knew she must return.  This is now equivalent to mid to late July.

4).  Matthew 1:18-20 says, “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise  When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a publick example, was minded to put her away privily.  But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.”  According to Deut. 22:15 tokens of a woman’s virginity were kept so that accusations of fornication could be proven.  The missing of her first cycle was known by herself and 
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Joseph.  She had been gone for three months.  It seemed reasonable to Joseph that she had committed fornication while gone to Elisabeth’s.  Joseph was going to divorce her privily.  Privily means that only she and Joseph knew and that it had been so recent that she had conceived no one else would know if she would just go and be the wife of the father of the child.  There is absolutely no way she could have been three months pregnant.  It literally had been days  possibly a couple of weeks.  If she had been three months pregnant it would have been obvious and she would have been stoned.  Because it was known that she was away with Elisabeth for three months and then came home to be joined in marriage to Joseph, everyone, six months into their marriage with a child being born would have known Joseph was not the father.  The Bible is clear to teach that no one ever suspected that Joseph was not the father of the child.  Luke 3:23 says, “And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph…”  Philip said to Nathanael in John 1:45,  We have found him, of whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  John 6:42 says, “And they said is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know…”  The word privily in Matthew 1:19 means that only Mary and Joseph knew and now that the Holy Spirit has given scripture by inspiration of God, now we know.  Jesus Christ the Lord was not born in December but in mid to late April!

WHY IS CHRIST’S BIRTH SET AT DECEMBER 25?

According to Collier’s Encyclopedia, vol.6, page 403, “December 25 was… the day the Romans celebrated the Mithraic feast of the Sun-god (natalis solis invicti), and that the Saturnalia also came at this time.  The indications are that the church in this way grasped the opportunity to turn the people from a pagan observance of the winter solstice to a day of adoration of Christ.  Both St. Cyprian and St. John Chrysostom allude to this thought in their writings.”  WORLD magazine, December 10, 2005 in an article entitled, “Why December 25” written by Gene Edward Veith, printed, “God appointed for the great prophets an ‘integral age’, meaning that they died on the same day as either their birth or their conception… Church fathers who wanted a Christmas holiday reasoned that He must have been either born or conceived on the same date as the first Easter… concensus arose to celebrate Christ’s conception on March 25, as the Feast of Annunciation… So if Christ was conceived on March 25, nine months later, he would have been born on December 25.”

Some appeal to the shepherds watching over their flocks at night as reason for the birth of Christ to be in December.  However, shepherds have their flocks out of the fields in late December.  Shepherds do not want December born lambs so they breed for Spring born lambs.  The shepherds were watching over their flocks at night because it was Spring lambing time.  Sheep often need assistance in birthing and extra protection from predators.  That makes the Shepherd’s flight from their sheep to see the Baby born in Bethlehem even more remarkable.

II. THE TRADITIONS OF CHRIST’S BIRTH.

THE WORD CHRISTMAS

According to Collier’s Encyclopedia, vol.6, page 403, “The word is derived from the old English Cristes Maesse (Christ’s Mass) and was first used in the eleventh century.”  Since Bible believers do not believe in Mass it would be better referred to as nativity or in Spanish Navidad or French, Noel.  On page 404 of Collier’s Encyclopedia, “The suppression of the Mass during the Reformation led to a sharp change in the observance of Christmas in some countries.  In England, the puritans condemned the celebration and, from 1642 to 1652 issued a series of ordinances forbidding all church services and festivities.  This feeling was carried over to America by the Pilgrims.”  In Grolier’s Encyclopedia  page 255, it is recorded, “The keeping of Christmas, repugnant to the Puritans and nonconformists, was forbidden under the Commonwealth in 1644 and December 25 was ordered to be observed as a market day.”  The use of the word non conformists is important because the Baptists were always included in the description of the non conformists.  According to the Sword of the Lord December 2, 2005 in an article entitled “Was Jesus born on December 25?” by R.B. Ouellette, on page 15, in colonial America a “fine of five shillings  was imposed on anyone found following the ‘popish tradition’ of celebrating Christmas.”  On page 404 of 
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Colliers Encyclopedia,  concerning the return of America to the celebration of Christmas, “…it was not until the nineteenth century wave of Irish and German immigration that enthusiasm for the feast began to spread throughout the country.  Objections were swept aside and the old traditions revived among Protestants…”

THE CHRISTMAS TREE.
Surely the custom of cutting down an evergreen tree, bringing it into the home to decorate it is traced back to the pagan roots of the customs of celebrating saturnalis, the feast of the return of the sun and is part of the mixture that Catholicism brought over into the celebration of Christmas.  On pages 97 and 98 of Alexander Hislop’s book, The Two Babylons, we learn about the origin of the custom of the Christmas tree.  

“The Christmas tree, now so common among us, was equally common in Pagan Rome…in 

Rome it was the Fir… denoting the pagan Messiah, the fir referring to him as Baal-Berith…

’Lord of the Covenant,’ and thus shadowed forth the perpetuity and everlasting nature of his power, now that after having fallen before his enemies he had risen triumphant over them all.  Therefore, the 25th of December, the day that was observed at Rome as the day when the victorious god reappeard on earth, was held at the Natalis invicti solis, ‘The birthday of the unconquered Sun.’  Now the Yule Log is the dead stock of Nimrod, deified as the sun-god, 

but cut down by his enemies; the Christmas tree is Nimrod redivivus- the slain god come to life again.”

Sheldon Emry summarized this practice in his book, Is Christmas Christian?, page 18.  On the eve of December 25, “a log (yule log) was burned to symbolize the death of the father god,” (Nimrod), “and then a green tree was set upright to imply his reincarnation in his son” (Baal-Berith) on December 25.  Notice the reference to Baal-Berith.  Baal-Berith is found in Judges 8:33 as the down fall of idolatry in Israel in the days of the Judges.  “And it came to pass, as soon as Gideon was dead, that the children of Israel turned again, and went a whoring after Baalim, and made Baal-Berith their god.”

This worship of Baal-Berith is further described and decried by God in Jeremiah 10:1-5.


“Hear ye the word which the LORD speaketh unto you, O house of Israel: thus saith the 

LORD, Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for 

the heathen are dismayed at them.  For the customs of the people are vain: for one cutteth 

a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the workman with the axe.  They deck it 

with silver and with gold they fasten it with nails and with hammers that it move not.  They 

are upright as the palm tree, but speak not: they must needs be borne because they cannot 

go.  Be not afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good.”

You can talk all you want about Martin Luther originating the Christmas tree or Missionary Winfred Boniface of the 800’s A.D., and that Baptists have been doing it now for more than 100 years.  The fact is, the celebration is very old and pagan and connected to the worship of the Sun god, Baal and the antichrist religion of Nimrod.  Jeremiah 10:1-5 is just too much like the modern Christmas tree for me to feel comfortable practicing it personally or in bringing it into the church.  The tree is purely secular and associated with this world’s religions.  I have never heard of environmentalist and tree huggers opposing the billions of trees cut down every December.  Have you?  I have never heard of it being banned from any place.  The Christmas tree is still everywhere.  I expect it will remain because it does not have anything to do with Christ.  Therefore, I am convinced that Christ has nothing to do with the cutting down of the Christmas tree.
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III. THE TRIUMPH AT CHRISTMAS.

There is no scripture forbidding us to celebrate the nativity of Christ.  There are so many details given in scripture about this very important event and there are so many important doctrines to be taught on concerning Christ’s nativity that it is wise to set aside a few weeks of the year to focus and teach on the nativity of Christ.   It is wise for that matter to do this throughout the year.  Since his birth and death correspond, I am not opposed to taking the time in December to focus on His birth and the time in the Spring to focus on His death, burial and resurrection.  It is wise, however to make the explanations so that we maintain truthful practices.

Baptists have always been opportunists for the Gospel.  The Christmas season is a great time not to stand up for and preach Christmas customs, but to preach Christ and His Gospel.  Catholics, secularists, Lutherans all need Bible believers to come along and tell them about the saving Gospel of this One they know so little about and forget about most of the rest of the year.  George Muller was an unsaved confirmed Lutheran studying at the university of Halle for the Lutheran pastorate all the while drinking, gambling and living apart from Christ in wicked, addictive sins.  One day he was invited to a nonconformist (Baptist) illegal, Bible study.  He went planning on mocking them and making a joke of it.  But when he saw a grown man get down on his knees and talk to God like he really knew and had a personal relationship with the Almighty God he began to get under conviction.  He came back again and again and began soaking up the Bible like a sponge until he repented and received Christ as his personal Savior.  He became one of the greatest men of faith.  There are many more George Mullers out there.  May God help us to reach them with the Gospel of Christ.

