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INTRODUCTION.

I have before me as I begin this endeavor no less than ten discipleship booklets.  Baptists write all of them.  Very famous Baptist pastors have written some of them.  Great Baptist institutions have produced others and individuals that are unknown have even written some.  These booklets are all written for the purpose of discipling new converts.  They all have two things in common.  First they all are an explanation of salvation and a brief teaching manual of doctrine and the Christian life in the church.  Second they all omit Jesus’ teaching on discipleship!

All that these books say is truth and helpful truth at that and have their place, but something is missing in our discipleship if we don’t plainly teach new converts what Jesus said about being his disciple.  Do we leave out what Jesus said for fear we may not get a church member out of the convert?  Should we call someone a disciple of Christ who has not been taught any of the things Jesus required to be His disciple?  Since our churches are having such a hard time retaining converts or discipling the converts we have maybe its time to reconsider what Jesus said about making disciples.  Maybe its time to stop relying on our selves to disciple converts and get back to relying on Christ and His truth to disciple converts.  Dare we continue any longer to water down Christ’s discipleship truth?  Has not depending on our method of discipleship gone too far too long with unspiritual results?  We must stop being ashamed of Christ and stop worrying about protecting people from being offended by His truth.  The Holy Ghost saves, keeps, teaches and conforms to the image of Christ.  He will do His work in the truly regenerate only if we stay faithful to preaching the word as Christ said to do it.  

It is time to stop living in fear of offending those who have professed belief and even followed Christ to a point and accept that many will turn back, after all that is a part of Christ’s discipleship.  Plainly many who profess Christ and follow Christ will only do so to a point and will apostasize.  Lets expect it and accept it and call it for what it is.  John 6:60-66 says,

Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, said, This is a hard saying; who can hear it? When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured at it he said unto them, Doth this offend you?…It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit and they are life.  But there are some of you that believe not…And he said, Therefore said I unto you , that no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my Father.  From that time many of his disciples went back and walked no more with him.

People who go away offended by truth reveal to themselves and all their true state, that they are not Disciples of Christ.  They may be someone’s disciples but they are not Christ’s disciples.  I John 2:19 says,
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They went out from us but they were not of us; for if they had been of us they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.

It is not our job to produce disciples of ourselves.  We must stop this immediately.  It does not matter about our experiences or opinions on how to train disciples.  What matters only is God’s work done by God’s Spirit by God’s Word believed by Christ’s disciple faithfully preached by another of Christ’s disciples.  The Great commission has not changed.  Matthew 28:19,20 says,

Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the World. Amen.

There is only one verb in the Great Commission sentence and it is the word “teach”.  The other apparent verbs are verbals that follow after the true verb “teach” has been properly accomplished.  The Greek verb “teach” is not the common Greek word didasko but is the aorist imperative of the noun mathaytays.  Zodhiates in his The Complete Word Study New Testament, said this means to “disciple”… “to instruct with the purpose of making a disciple.  It is really not sufficient to translate this verb as ‘learn’ but as making a disciple.”  Of the noun he wrote, “To learn, a learner, pupil…It means an adherent who accepts the instruction given to him and makes it his rule of conduct…not only to learn but to become attached to the Teacher and to become His follower in doctrine and conduct.”

Dear reader, whether you are a new convert to Christ or an old convert to Christ, the question posed to you is this, are you a true disciple of Christ?  This is written therefore for the new convert that sincerely desires to become a disciple of Christ according to Jesus and the Bible.  This is also written to encourage other Christians to return to Christ’s methods of discipleship.  This is also written for every Christian to consider his own discipleship in light of scripture.  And this is written to evangelize an unsaved person to repent and believe the gospel and become a Disciple of Christ.

1. Christ’s Disciples’ Salvation.

Matthew 4:17 and Mark 1:15 tell us how Jesus preached His gospel to make disciples.  Matthew 4:17 says, “From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  Mark 1:15 says, “…The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye and believe the gospel.”  Every evangelistic encounter or preaching of Christ to a sinner should be viewed with the underlying spiritual work to bring the sinner to repent and believe the gospel.  This is best seen in Mark 10:17-28, Jesus’ encounter with the rich young ruler.
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And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running and kneeled to him and asked him, Good Master, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life? And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? There is none good but one, that is God.  Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honor thy father and mother.  And he answered and said unto him, Master all these have I observed from my youth.  Then Jesus beholding him loved him and said unto him, One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross and follow me.  And he was sad at that saying and went away grieved: for he had great possessions.  And Jesus looked round about and saith unto his disciples, How hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!  And the disciples were astonished at his words.  But Jesus answereth again, and saith unto them, Children how hard is it for them that trust in riches to enter into the kingdom of God!  It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.  And they were astonished out of measure saying among themselves, Who then can be saved?  And Jesus looking upon them saith, With men it is impossible, but not with God: for with God all things are possible.  Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo we have left all and have followed thee.

Many ask this question about this passage, is it dealing with salvation or discipleship?  That is a wrong question for it is dealing with both salvation and discipleship.  In fact it is plainly dealing with how disciples of Christ are saved.  We know it is dealing with salvation because the rich ruler came asking about how to inherit eternal life.  We also know that Jesus dealt with the man’s salvation because He said this is how to have treasure in heaven and that it is hard for them that have riches and trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God.  The disciples knew Jesus was dealing with salvation by their statement, “Who then can be saved?”  The fact of the matter is the man went away unsaved.  Here is what we learn about the salvation of disciples.

Knowledge of Jesus is not saving faith.  

This rich ruler came to Jesus with knowledge.  He came to Jesus with a question about inheriting eternal life because he believed Jesus had the answer.  You can believe Jesus has the answer and even is the answer but not possess Jesus in true salvation.  He called Jesus, “Master” very close to Lord.  But we know from Mt. 7:21, “Not everyone that saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the Kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.”  The rich ruler knelt before Jesus demonstrating reverential bowing showing worship and great respect for Jesus.  Worship of Jesus does not mean one is saved.  Every knee shall bow but then be cast into hell.  The rich ruler even called Jesus “good”.  To help us Jesus questioned him about why he called Him good for there is none good or sinless but God.  Was he stating his belief that Jesus was God?  He did not answer that question.  You can even believe that Jesus is God and yet not possess Him or His salvation, for, “the devils believe and tremble”.  
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I wonder how many people are going through the same motions with Christ as members of Bible believing churches and yet are not saved?  You may call Jesus Lord and worship Him in a Bible believing church and even believe He is the good sinless Son of God and yet die in your sins and split Hell wide open.  Why?  Knowledge of truth does not equate to saving faith in the truth.  Read on!

The object of saving faith is never law keeping or good works.  

Galatians 2:16 says, “By the works of the Law no flesh shall be justified.”  Jesus began quoting the Ten Commandments, the proper way to win a sinner to become a disciple.  Galatians 3:24 says, “for the law is our schoolmaster to bring us to faith in Christ that we might be justified by faith.”  Jesus said, “Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honor thy father and mother.”  Before Jesus could finish quoting the Ten Commandments the rich ruler proudly interrupted Jesus and claimed to have kept all the commandments from his youth.  He was lying and not being honest with Jesus or himself.  And if you think just like him that you have been a good person and have done well at keeping the Commandments you are lying too.  For the scripture says in Psalm 116:11 “all men are liars.”  Psalm 58:3, “they go astray as soon as they be born speaking lies.”  No doubt he had broken every one of the commandments listed already by Jesus.  Jesus being God and knowing his heart reviewed his life in his mind and listed sins that He saw Him commit.  Jesus after mentioning, “Do not steal” impressed to drive that one home more specifically reiterated it and said, “Defraud not”.  That should have gotten the man’s humble attention but he was not there to get his self- righteous bubble burst, but a hopeful impressed pat on the back from deity and the same is true today.  Many people cannot handle the bursting of their self- righteous bubble and show that they are not saved by faith in Christ but continue on in faith in themselves and their proud self-righteous works even after hearing the love of the gospel… unrepentant.

Saving faith is repent and believe the gospel.  

Jesus in telling him to sell what he had was as the text said, loving the man.  To avoid clearly telling sinners to repent of their sin to avoid offending them, does not love them!  To avoid waking up your neighbor in the middle of the night for fear of angering him when his house is on fire is not love or respect.  Souls bound in sin heading for hell are the exact same scenario.  To love sinners is to point out their sin and call them to repent.  The word repent means a 180-degree turn in one’s mind and conduct concerning sin.  Jesus in telling him to sell all is calling this man to repent of his king sin of coveting (a commandment that Jesus did not get to because of the man’s proud interruption), and all the defrauding (stealing) that no doubt was a part of his obtaining wealth.  Jesus by telling him to sell all is calling him to repent as put later by Jesus, of his “trust in riches”.  For in order to put full trust in Christ there can be no trust in any other for no man can serve two masters, “ye cannot serve God and mammon.”  Selling all would be the only way to make room for faith in Jesus and the life of faith to follow which would not be a continuance in following riches but taking up the cross and following Christ as His disciple, the path for every person truly born again.  
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Plainly, every disciple of Christ has repented of their king sin and their trust in themselves and their good works or proud religious works to trust Christ fully and go on following Christ as His disciple.  This is the work of God in true salvation!  Is this your testimony?  Have you given up trusting in yourself and works you have done?  Have you turned your back on religious systems of works such as “sacraments” O.T. legalistic law keeping and “pillars”?  Have you turned away from your king sin, of lusting or coveting to Jesus to save you from your sin?  Is Jesus Christ, His shed blood for your sin once and for all on the cross and His resurrection from the dead to conquer sin and death the sole object of your faith?

Disciple’s saving faith is rewarded by God

Peter speaking on behalf of Christ’s other disciples gave their brief testimony of faith and following Christ when he said in Mark 10:28, “We have left all and have followed thee.”

To this testimony of faith of His disciples Jesus replied in verses 29-31,

And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, there is no man that hath left house, or brethren or sisters, or father or mother, or wife or children or lands for my sake and the gospel’s but he shall receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brethren and sisters, and mothers and children and lands with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.  But many that are first shall be last and the last shall be first.

Plainly, Jesus is teaching that His saved disciple’s faith will be rewarded in this life with loved ones of the household of faith to replace natural family and needs met with the assurance and security of the promise of eternal life in heaven.  Jesus in John 10:27-29 referred to His disciples as His sheep.

My sheep hear my voice and I know them and they follow me: and I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.  My father which gave them me is greater than all and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s hand.

Clearly Jesus’ disciples are they that have repented and believed on Him and followed him forsaking all.  Truly Jesus’ disciples are eternally secure held doubly in His hand and the hand of the Father cared for and provided for in this life and the eternal life to come!

2. Christ’s Disciples’ Sanctification.

To a disciple, salvation is just the beginning of a life of following the Lord.  All who divorce sanctification and salvation are not following Jesus’ plan of discipleship.  Nowhere does Jesus make salvation and sanctification a two- step process or a second work of grace.  Nowhere does Jesus only emphasize salvation without sanctification.  And nowhere are there two types of believers, as if it is Christians first and disciples second. 
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Romans 8:29,30 says,

For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.  Moreover whom he did predestinate them he also called and whom he called them he also justified and whom he justified them he also glorified.

In Luke 6:46, Jesus asked, “why call ye me Lord, Lord and do not the things that I say?”  Disciples who have obeyed Christ’s command to repent and believe the gospel continue a life of growth in obeying all His other commands.  This is the understood premise of the entire New Testament.  The New Testament is instruction to disciples to learn and believe and obey all of the word of God. Jesus put it this way in the Great commission in Matthew 28:20, “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.”  

In Luke 17 Jesus taught his disciples about forgiving seven times in a day if a brother trespasses and repents.  They responded with in verse five, “Increase our faith.”  “And the Lord said, if ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine tree be thou plucked up by the root and be thou planted in the sea and it should obey you.” Jesus implied that it was not an increasing of their faith they needed but a consistency of their faith.  Faith of a mustard seed removes sycamine trees and mountains.  Jesus meant that if a disciple’s faith would be consistent with every teaching of His Word just as with the salvation message, his life would be one of spiritual power to the glory of God!  Jesus repeatedly upbraided His disciples for their unbelief.  Even when after rising from the dead and walking with two disciples to Emmaus and hearing them recount the events of His death on the cross, their hope in His redemption and the report of His resurrection, all with confusion and unbelief he said in Luke 24:25, “O fools and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: ought not Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into his glory?”

Disciples for the rest of their lives continue in God’s word, learning, believing and obeying.

John 8:31,32 says,

Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.

At no point does a disciple of Christ reach fullness of knowledge and practice in this life.  This life is a constant training ground for the life to come when Christ’s disciples shall rule and reign with Him as Kings and Priests in His Millennial Kingdom on earth and then in His eternal Kingdom of the new Heaven and new Earth.  We do not rule and reign now, but are ever learning and growing in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
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Savior Jesus Christ (II Peter 3:18).  We serve Christ now by putting that knowledge into practice, evangelizing, discipling, and ministering to others.

The Word of God works on our hearts constantly making us clean and washing us, John 15:3, Eph. 5:26.  Therefore we read it every day, meditate upon it day and night, and hide it in our heart.  We, practice II Timothy 2:15, “study to shew thyself approved unto God a workman that needeth not to be ashamed rightly dividing the word of truth.”  Then we go everywhere preaching the word.  We like the Bereans of old in Acts 17:11, “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica in that they received the word with all readiness of mind and searched the scriptures daily whether those things were so.”  The Bible is milk for us as babes to grow and becomes to us meat for strength as we grow.  In all things the word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path (Psalm 119:105).  The written word and the Living Word become inseparable to disciples for every word of scripture is the word of Christ speaking to us to train us as His disciples.

Disciples for the rest of their lives continue steadfastly serving through a local Bible believing church.

Disciples realize that the New Testament is a church dispensation in contrast to the Old Testament being a nation of Israel dispensation predominantly.  Jesus said in Matthew 16:18, “I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”  All of the New Testament is teaching given by inspiration of God to believers who are functioning in a local Bible believing church.  All Pauline epistles are written either to local churches or to the pastors of local churches.  This is the church age.  Every local Bible believing church is not a physical building but is a spiritual building of people that God has saved, sanctified and engifted and put together in a corporate body to function in a community as the body of Christ, evangelizing, discipling, ministering and occupying until He comes.  Every person who professes salvation who attempts to serve Christ outside of the specific New Testament teaching for the formation and function of a Bible believing local church is out of fellowship with God and living in disobedience and will not have the blessing of God on his life.  Once again, this is the New Testament age and the New Testament age or dispensation is the church age or church dispensation!

I Timothy 3:15 says, 

But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.

Acts 2:41,42, says,

Then they that gladly received his word were baptized and the same day there were added unto the about three thousand souls. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship and in breaking of bread and in prayers.
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Disciples follow God’s ordained plan.  As soon as possible after salvation they seek water baptism in obedience to Christ’s command, join the local church and continue steadfastly in that local church in the teaching of the doctrine, fellowship, prayer and the Lord’s Supper.  Disciples do not halt at any of this.  There is no reason not to be baptized after salvation for there is no turning back after putting the hand to the plow.  Mark 16:16, says, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved…”  That does not mean that baptism is a part of salvation but that those who are saved believing Christ’s command to repent and believe the Gospel have consistent faith to believe and obey His command to be baptized.  Disciples get baptized as soon as possible after salvation.  There is no legitimate reason to not follow the Lord in water baptism as soon as possible.  

Likewise there is no legitimate reason to not join the local church and commit to its services fellowship, prayer and Lord’s Table.  Notice Acts 2:42, says “they continued steadfastly…”  The illustration of steadfastness in scripture is of a tree.  Trees are not mobile like other creatures.  They also do not spring up and wither like the grass.  They stay steadfast and unmovable.  It is imperative of Disciples to faithfully attend the meetings of the body and support with tithes and offerings and labor together in the ministry of the church in evangelism and edification according to their spiritual gifts.  

Body of Christ amputation is never to be performed by a disciple of Christ!  Disciples do not quit and remove themselves from the local Bible believing church!  Disciples feel the pain of all the amputations that non- disciples do by church hopping, infrequency and forsaking the assembling together.  Disciples live by Psalm 119:165, “Great peace have they which love thy law and nothing shall offend them.”

The only two legitimate occasions to leave a local Bible believing church is when God moves for service to another local church by relocation.  (Disciples do not move where there is not a local Bible believing church to continue steadfastly in unless called of God to start one).  The other legitimate occasion is when disciples recognize when Christ is put outside of a church by worldliness, false teaching and unconfessed sin.  In that instance the candlestick is already removed, that is the Spirit of Christ is put out and the assembly is no longer a church on the foundation of Jesus Christ. 

Disciples will move in that case to another local church that is following the word.  The proper procedure is found in Matthew 18:15-17 and involves first confrontation of the sinning person to correct the error.  Second taking one or two more witnesses of the sin for confrontation if the sin has not been corrected on account of the first confrontation.  After that the two or three witnesses are to tell the church.  And if the church will not act against the sin to remove it then the believers must come out from among them and be separate.
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Disciples have one task to fulfill and that is to bear fruit in service.

John 15:8 says, “Herein is my Father glorified that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.”  Bearing fruit requires that we abide in Christ and that His word abide in us.  The fruit here is the fruit of laboring in the fields white unto harvest.  It is the making of disciples.  We are to take the word like it is talents of gold and trade it in this world to gain more talents of gold so we can present them to Christ and hear Him say, “Well done thou good and faithful servant: thou has been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.”(Mt.25:21).  Let us be clear.  If we bear no fruit in winning/training disciples, then we ourselves are not Disciples of Christ.  The Great commission of Jesus Christ in Matthew 28:19,20 and Mark 16:15, is given by Christ to His disciples.  

Go ye therefore and teach all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you and lo I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.  

And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.

There are two ideas here for practical application.  First that every local church with its members take on the work of so spreading the gospel that by their corporate and individual work they reach out to every nation and so that even every creature in every nation has heard them preach the gospel.  The second idea is that Bible believing churches are really all interrelated disciples of each other.  By starting churches all over the world in every nation the work of taking the gospel to every creature will be done by Christ’s churches.  Every one of Christ’s disciples has a part in evangelizing and or edifying other disciples.  We all have Spiritual gifts God will use to accomplish this task and we must give our life energy to accomplishing this task through our local church. 

3. Christ’s Disciple’s Separation and Affection.

Disciples of Christ know they have an enemy within, (old sin nature) and without (devil).  They know that they will face temptation and times of testing.  Disciples therefore prepare themselves for those days that they may glorify God in all things.  There is only one way to successfully overcome temptation and consistently live a God honoring life.

Disciples practice every day of their lives self denial and separation.

Matthew 16:24 says, “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.”  This is basic discipleship.  Disciples practice self- denial of their lusts of the flesh and affections.  Disciples are quick to identify anything that appeals to the lusts of the flesh and deny themselves of it.
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This applies to the eyes.  David said in Psalm 101:3, “I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes.”  Disciples train their eyes to turn away from indecency, whether in print or advertising, media, computer devices or in real life.  Disciples turn their ears away from anything that is not according to truth and purity.  Disciples keep their hands and tongues from evil.  Disciples as put in in I Corinthians 9:27, “keep under their body and bring it into subjection.”  Disciples live constantly to cast down imaginations and bring every thought into obedience to Christ.  Disciples crucify their affections and lusts and bring their emotions and thought under obedience to Christ.  Disciples pursue to be holy as God is holy (I Peter 1:15).  Disciples every moment of every day think I Corinthians 6:19,20, that their body is the temple of the Holy Ghost and we are not our own for we have been bought with the price of the blood of Jesus Christ.  Disciples therefore, love not the world neither the things in the world all who love the world have not the love of the father in them, (I John 2:15).

The motive for all that a disciple does in faith believing God’s word is love for God.

Disciples live by the great commandment found in Matthew 22:37, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul and with all thy mind.  This is the first and great commandment.  Disciples know the extent of this command as given by Christ in Luke 14:26, “If any man come to me and hate not his father and mother, and wife and children and brethren and sisters, yea and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple.”  The life of the disciple is the life of forsaking all to follow Christ.  The disciple seeks to bring his family, and loved ones to Christ but none of them can bring him back from following and loving Christ supremely.   In all things Christ has the preeminence.  This is what motivates us to be holy, separate and cross bearing deniers of our own selves.

So to those who put family first to bury a father, Jesus says “let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God.”  To those who desire to bid farewell to loved ones Jesus says, “No man having put his hand to the plough and looking back is fit for the kingdom of God.” Luke 10:59-62.  Plainly, Love for Christ far surpasses love for anything especially our natural family and our own selves.  Christ said in Matthew 10:37-39, 

He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.  And he that taketh not his cross and followeth after me is not worthy of me.  He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.”

Our love relationship for Christ is cultivated and grows through prayer.  Because Christ has broken down the middle wall of partition of our sin that separated us from God (Ephesians 2:14), we can now come boldly to the throne of grace to obtain mercy and grace to help in time of need, (Hebrews 4:16).  For this reason we pray to God our Heavenly Father in Jesus name.  The model prayer that Christ taught to His disciples in Matthew 6:9-13 is not a prayer to mindlessly be repeated but to be studied and practiced.
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After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven Hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever Amen.

This prayer begins by addressing God as Father.  He alone is our spiritual Father and wants to be called Father.  Therefore He has commanded in Matthew 23:9, “And call no man your father upon the earth: for one is your Father, which is in heaven.”  Never call a spiritual leader the name “Father” which is to belong to God only because of the special relationship you have with Him now through salvation by faith in His Son.  Then there is praise to God’s holy name.  Then there are petitions.  After that there is penitence or confession of sin.  Then there is more praise.  This is the pattern for how disciples pray.

I Timothy 2:1-4 shows us who to pray for and the different types of praying for people.

I exhort therefore, that first of all supplications, prayers, intercessions and giving of thanks be made for all men; for kings and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.  For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior; who will have all men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.

We are to pray for all men.  We pray for those in authority that they may promote laws that will provide peace to Christians to live for Christ and preach Christ without molestation.  We pray for those in authority and for all men by name to be saved.  According to James 5:16, we are to pray for other believers who may be in sin or in need of healing, “Confess your faults one to another and pray for one another that ye may be healed.  The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”

The motive of the disciple in relating to others is love for them.

John 13:35 says, “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples if ye have love one to another.”  Disciples of Christ must know loving Christ means that we love our neighbors, the brethren and enemies.  Love for our neighbor begins with the first and Great commandment to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength shown by a commitment to keep the first table of the law.  

The first table of the Law, or first five of the Ten Commandments, deals with honoring God.   The first five of the Ten Commandments are given in Exodus 20:1-12 and are summarized as:  “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.  Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image.  Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.  Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.  Honor thy father and thy mother.”  
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The second Great commandment to love our neighbor as ourselves is fulfilled by keeping the second table of the Law that is the second five commandments of the Ten Commandments that refer to our fellow man.  These are summarized as: “Thou shalt not kill. Thou shalt not commit adultery.  Thou shalt not steal.  Thou shalt not bear false witness.  Thou shalt not covet.”  This is how we love our neighbor as ourselves.  Disciples of Christ keep these commandments because Jesus told us in John 14:15, “If ye love me keep my commandments.”  We love Christ preeminently and others as ourselves.

Scriptural references to loving the brethren refer to loving our fellow Christians, “the household of faith” and especially other members of our local Bible believing church.  Galatians 6:10 says, “As we have therefore opportunity let us do good unto all men especially unto them who are of the household of faith.”  How to love and do good to the brethren is laid out in I John 3:16-18.

Hereby perceive we the love of God because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  But whoso hath this world’s good and seeth his brother have need and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him how dwelleth the love of God in him?  My little children let us not love in word neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

Loving enemies is not about learning how to love people we hate or despise, for Disciples of Christ do not hate anyone.  Enemies also are not people who we have sinned against because disciples according to the teaching of Christ in Matthew 5:23,24 quickly reconcile with people who we may sin against.  Enemies are people who hate us because of the change that Christ has wrought in our lives.  They are people who hate us for envy as Christ was delivered up for envy.  They are sinners who are resisting the gospel and hate to be told of their sin against God, their hypocrisy and need to repent and believe the gospel.  Enemies are people who hate us for the same reason Christ was hated and rejected of the Jews such as righteousness, envy and hypocrisy and love of self and darkness rather than light and the reproof of sin.

Christ would have us win our enemies to Him.  We would do that the same way he won us.  Romans 5:8 says, “But God commendeth his love toward us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  God has reconciled us to Himself by the death of His Son and then commends to us His great love and offer of salvation full and free.  Then through the goodness of God He leads us to repent and receive the Gospel.

Luke 6:27-29 says, 

But I say unto you which hear, Love your enemies, do good to them which hate you, Bless them that curse you and pray for them which despitefully use you.  And unto him that smiteth thee on the one cheek offer also the other; and him that taketh away thy cloak forbid not to take thy coat also.

                                                                                                                                       13

Romans 12:20 puts it plainly to us, “Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.”  This verse means that when we give bountifully to an enemy when he is in need we will be able to win him over to Christ.
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QUESTIONS ON SALVATION

1. Name three things the ruler did in Mark 10:17-28 that shows that knowledge is not the same as faith.

a.

b.

c.

2. Name two things in which people commonly misplace their faith from page 4.

a.

b.

3. What is saving faith?

a.

b.

4. In your own words, what does it mean to repent?

5. Should we avoid addressing sinners to repent of their sin to avoid offending them?

6. In your own words why would the rich ruler be required to repent of trusting riches by selling all?

7. In your own words describe the object of saving faith and why.

8. Write your testimony of repentance and faith.

9. How did Peter describe saving faith of disciples in Mark 10:28?

10. Name three rewards of disciple’s faith?

a.

b.

c.

QUESTIONS ON SANCTIFICATION

1. Is sanctification a continuation of salvation or an important second work of grace?

2. In you own words what do you think Jesus meant by faith as a grain of mustard seed removes sycamine trees?

3. What did Jesus constantly upbraid His disciples for?

4. What do disciples of Christ do according to John 8:31,32?

5. What is this life the training ground for?

6. What is the New Testament a dispensation of?

7. In your own words and according to page 7 who is out of fellowship with God?

8. What is the first thing disciples seek after salvation?

9. Name four things disciples of Christ become steadfast in after salvation?

a.

b.

c.

d.

10. Is your time, to serve Christ and you money, to tithe (1/10 of income) and give offerings to God in His local church yielded to the Lordship of Christ?

11. What is it called on page 8 when professors of Christ quit or become infrequent in church?

12. Name the only two legitimate reasons to leave a church.

a.


b.

13. What is the fruit that disciples bear abiding in Christ?

QUESTIONS ON SEPARATION AND AFFECTION

1. According to Matthew 16:24, what do disciples practice every day of their lives?

2. Name four things concerning your lusts and affections that you must deny daily.

a.

b.

c.


d.

3. What are you to think every day about yourself from I Corinthians 6:19,20?

4. What is the disciple’s motive for self denial, separation and obeying the word of God?

5. What did Jesus say is the affection of His disciples concerning family in Luke 14:26?

6. Do you so preeminently love Christ your Savior that your love for yourself and family is like hate?

7. Name two things from Matthew 10:37-39 that would show a person is not worthy of Christ?

a.

b.

8. How is your love relationship with Christ cultivated?

9. Who alone are you to call Father?

10. Name four parts to model praying from Matthew 6:9-13.

a.

b.

c.

d.

11. Name two things disciples should pray for of all men and those in authority?

a.

b.

12. In you own words describe how to love your neighbor as yourself.

13. Name three people disciples are to love.

a.

b.

c.

14. From I John 3:16-18 how do disciples love the brethren?

15. In your own words what is an enemy of a disciple?

16. Describe in your own words the plan for disciples to win their enemies.

