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A PERSONAL TESTIMONY

II Corinthians. 4:4, speaks of how the devil as the god of this world blinds the minds of them which believe not.  We know that the context is concerned with explaining why many lost people do not come to Christ and believe the Gospel.  It is because Satan has them blinded.  Many of us know this experience.  We have tried and tried to witness to certain friends or loved ones just to see irritation, unconcern, and lack of understanding.  Such is very frustrating.  On the same level of frustration is the attempt that we are undertaking, as have many others, to show Christian people 40 years after the encroachment of religious rock music and acceptance of religious rock music, also affectionately called CCM, into the churches that it is not of God and should be forsaken.  There is a very similar level of Satanic duping or blinding that keeps a huge number of professing Christians from being concerned or even understanding the issue.  It is our prayer that though others have written on the subject that maybe another voice can help some to be rescued out of this snare of the devil.  Now we know that a person persuaded against his will is of the same persuasion still so if the reader does not have an open mind and heart then there is no point in continuing.

I was saved in children’s church at the First Baptist church of Alto Michigan in the year 1972.  That year my mother was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lymphoma and that year was the founding of the Baptist Academy in the town near our home.  My dad believing that the public schools were taken over by atheistic humanists and modernists teaching evolution etc. decided to take me and my two sisters out of the public school and put us in the new Baptist Academy.  Little did I know that all over the country Baptist schools were starting in the 1970’s for the same reasons led by God.  

Transportation was a dilemma.  Our Baptist Academy worked it out with the public school system to use the public school bussing to transport children to and from the Christian school.  It seemed like a nice fit but in one area it was not.  The bus drivers had stereo systems in their busses and listened to pop rock, top 40, and hard rock café radio stations and would not stop for the Christian school.  So from 1972 until 1982 when I began driving I listened to rock music every morning and afternoon day after day, week after week, month after month, year after year.  I knew that rock music was worldly, evil and displeased the Lord.  Thank God my pastor and chapel speakers preached on the issue of music.  However, when my mom died in 1981 after a long battle with cancer I became bitter at God and entered into a period of teen rebellion.  

In the early 1980’s a growing opinion began circulating among Christians and it came to the Baptist Academy.  That opinion or theory was that in order to eliminate rock music one should consider replacing it with the new Christian or religious rock.  I, and several of my friends began purchasing the hot Christian rock at the time such as Amy Grant, Michael W. Smith, Imperials, Resurrection Band, Petra, and many more.  In a short amount of time I realized that I had been lied to.  Christian rock could not replace secular rock in my life.  It was the same.  I still wanted to listen to all the old secular groups that I had developed taste for and actually preferred them to the religious rock music.  
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Ken Lynch did a survey years ago and found that 97% of Christians that attempt to replace secular rock with Christian rock remain hooked on secular rock.

It wasn’t until my sophomore year at Pensacola Christian College that I sought the Lord for help with my rock music addiction.  I had repented of the rebellion and God had called me to preach and as much as I sought to honor the rules of the college to not use secular or religious rock music I found that I could not go a month let alone a whole semester without it.  I was hiding music and listening to the wrong music when off campus.  Here I was preparing for the independent fundamental Baptist ministry and I could not stop listening to rock music both secular and religious.  I went to the altar after hearing a message at college.  In those days the college waged war against worldly music to help students overcome.  I don’t remember the message or who was preaching but I knew I needed God’s help.  I prayed and surrendered all music to God and asked God to change my tastes to become holy and honoring to Him.  Upon rising from my knees God answered my prayer.  He took away the addiction to rock music and gave me a love for godly music.  He also gave me a hatred for all rock music.  Ever since that day I have not fallen back to rock music but have maintained disgust for rock music; that it is an offense to God and man.

At this point if you are thinking to yourself, that is nice for you but God has not convicted me about rock music.  Consider this; is there not one God and one Holy Spirit that dwells within all believers?  If you have not been convicted about wrong music maybe you should ask God why and not consider that it’s just a matter of opinion or taste.  These are satanic excuses that carnal people make to remain carnal.

Maybe you are thinking everybody has different tastes and opinions and God allows for that.  Are you sure?  Cain brought a sacrifice that he was sure that God should accept but did He?  Nadab and Abihu offered to God fire that they were sure God would accept but did He?  Maybe you should not be so lax in your position on music before God?  God is a specific God of detail and does not tolerate man’s opinions and efforts to do things man’s way in contradiction to God’s revealed word.  But you may say God does not say, “Thou shalt not listen to rock rap and country and western and CCM or southern religious rock.”  Actually there are over 600 references to music in the Bible.  God has said a lot.  Do you know what He has said?

PRACTICAL TRUTHS

Psalm 40:3 says, “And he hath put a new song in my mouth even praise unto our God; many shall see it and fear and shall trust in the Lord.”  When we get saved our music is one of the things that God changes.  A new song is one that is totally different than what we sang previously.  II Corinthians 5:17 says, “If any man be in Christ he is a new creature; old things are passed away; behold all things are become new.”  God very much intends to take away wrong music and replace it with right music when He saves a person.  
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This is a natural aspect of the Christian experience and should not be fought against or opposed.  All such opposition is a sign of a carnal Christian and not of a spiritual Christian.

I remember hearing many preachers say something like this, “If its rock than its not Christian and if its Christian than its not rock.”  Such statements before God’s deliverance in my life were hard to get past and they still are to this day to anyone who claims to belong to the Lord Jesus Christ.  The reason we refer to it as religious rock is because it is a misnomer to refer to rock music as Christian.  If there is no such thing as Christian whiskey or Christian pornography or Christian casinos then there too cannot be Christian rock.

I Peter 1:15 says, “But as he which hath called you is holy so be ye holy in all manner of conversation.”  The word holy refers to the purity of God in total separateness from sin and evil worldliness.  This same holiness is what God has called us whom he saved to also have in all our conversation.  The word conversation refers to forms of communication whether words or actions.  Music is a form of conversation.  It is a form of communication with words sounds and actions.  The music of Christians then must be holy as God is holy.  It must be sanctified as the title we have chosen for this discourse represents.  It cannot be in any way sinful, evil or worldly.

I differ from many of the brethren who have good music standards and refer to good Christian music as traditional.  Though it may be traditional and though that may be a way to distinguish from contemporary, all Christian music is to be holy and sanctified!  The soul- searching questions that we must ask and consider before God are: If you are a Christian, is all your music that you listen to sanctified: the music at home, in the car and at work?  Is the music of your church sanctified?  Is the music of your Christian friends sanctified?  God has commanded in I Peter 1:15 that your music be holy.  Is it?  If it is, it will not be in any way conformed to this world.  Romans 12:2, says, “And be not conformed to this world but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind…”

Religious unsanctified music versus sanctified God honoring music is not a new controversy of the late 20th and early 21st centuries.  This conflict is as old as your Bible and the Old Testament of your Bible and God’s people Israel.  The book of Exodus details Israel’s deliverance by God from bondage in Egypt and tells a clear story of how though delivered physically from Egypt they in many ways were not delivered spiritually from Egypt.  They longed to return on many occasions and for different contributing influences.  The influences varied from the threats of Pharaoh or the lack of water or the absence of worldly delicacies such as leaks and onions.  Make no mistake Israel had a problem with Egypt being in them though delivered from Egypt.  Many Christians today have the same problem.  Many are saved but not hardly sanctified from the world and are resistant to the sanctifying work of God just as Israel.  Israel is certainly no excuse.  Israel is our example not to lust and sin as they lusted and sinned.  If anything God expects us to far surpass Israel’s example in spiritual maturity.
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Another way that Israel still had Egypt in them concerned music and worship.  In Exodus 32 Israel became impatient for Moses who was up on Mount Sinai receiving the laws and covenant of God.  They came to Aaron and insisted on making an Egyptian styled Idol, a calf of gold for an Egyptian styled idolatrous worship orgy.  Aaron complied.  God saw what they had done and told Moses in verse seven, “…Go get thee down, for thy people which thou broughtest out of the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves.”  What they were doing was deemed so evil by God that God said in verse ten, “Now therefore let me alone that my wrath may wax hot against them and that I may consume them: and I will make of thee a great nation.”

Moses interceded for Israel to God and came down from the mount to observe what God had already seen.  Note the characteristics of idolatrous worship that is totally unacceptable to God and abhorred by God.  The first description is found in verse six, “And they rose up early on the morrow and offered burnt offerings and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink and rose up to play.”  Idolatrous worship involved the people offering to the god and then entertaining themselves and satisfying their own lusts.  Idolatrous worship was viewed as pleasing the gods and pleasing the flesh.  Idolatrous worship has not changed.  All who come to make sacrifices to God and then indulge themselves after their desires and lusts of music and entertainment are not worshipping the God of the Bible who requires worship to be in total observance, submission and obedience.  I Samuel 15:22 says, “…Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord?  Behold to obey is better than sacrifice and to hearken than the fat of rams.”  Churches today are filling up with idolatrous worship in the name of the Lord.  It did not work for Saul and it does not work today either.  Our worship must be only in spirit and truth.

As Moses and Joshua approached they saw what God hated and described it in verses 17-19.

And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted he said unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp.  And he said, It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery, neither is it the voice of them that cry for being overcome: but the noise of them that sing do I hear.  And it came to pass as soon as he came nigh unto the camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing and Moses; anger waxed hot and he cast the tables out of his hands and brake them beneath the mount.

Notice the description of this unsanctified idolatrous worship music.  It is described as noise.  Noise is a word that stands in contrast to the melodious psalms of David played on a harp that soothed the spirit of Saul.  The noise is described as the noise of war.  Strong in his concordance even used the idea of “thunder” in describing this noise.  War is a loud thunderous noise that in pagan idolatry has magnified the loud beating of drums.  This music involved loud shouting and dancing not in a sanctified way as Israel shouted and danced on the other side of the Red sea in celebration to the glory of God.  
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But this shouting and dancing was for the lust of the flesh, selfish lustful indulgence for the text says they “rose up to play” and made themselves “naked.”  Many, many, churches have succumbed to this ancient idolatrous music and worship style and many, many more are heading in the same direction and it must be stopped!  If God was angry with Israel He most certainly is angry with today’s Christians and churches that have adopted this idolatrous style.

PROBLEMATIC TONES

What makes music unsanctified?  What makes music to be worldly, idolatrous and rock?  The number one aspect of unsanctified worldly rock music is the beat!  The beat is the draw and the addiction.  It’s the beat that appeals to the lusts of the flesh.  It’s the beat that makes one feel like doing a sensual dance.  It’s the beat that excites and enflames the body and its lustful passions.

What is different about the rock beat that differentiates it from the rhythm of any form of music for all music has rhythm?  Plainly rock beat is a dominant counter rhythm.  All music forms, which we might say are melodious, have a natural rhythm.  For example in 4/4 time we are taught that the downbeat or the beat of emphasis in natural rhythm is the first beat with the third beat being the next lesser beat of emphasis.  But the rock beat is completely reversed making the second beat the beat of lesser emphasis and the fourth beat the dominant down beat of emphasis.  This counter unnatural rhythm goes against the natural rhythm of the body and heart and causes the body to jive boogie and move subconsciously.  Infants that can barely walk who have never heard rock music have been seen to dance to the beat at first hearing.  No one taught them to do that.  It is the powerful, controlling physical effect of the rock beat.  Frank Garlock said, “the straight beat reflects the heart beat.  The rock beat goes against the rhythm of the body for a physical response.”  Dr John Diamond a New York Physician wrote, “when the rhythm of music corresponds to the natural body rhythm it produces alertness, peace, energizes the mind and body and facilitates balance and self control.  But the rock rhythm heightens stress and anger, reduces output, increases hyperactivity and weakens muscle strength.”

Skeptics scoff and insist that music notes and rhythms are neutral.  No combining of such can be condemned as unrighteous or evil.  What if we applied that to the English alphabet?  Letters are neutral no combining of letters into words can produce an unrighteous or evil word?  Let’s not be foolish!  As surely as there is a God in Heaven and a Devil on earth, as surely as there are wholesome foods and drinks and odors to ingest there are unwholesome foods, drinks and odors to ingest therefore there is surely godly spiritual music and there must be ungodly unspiritual music.  Rock music is ungodly sensual and devilish and its not because of the words. 

Music without words is a powerful language.  Hollywood uses music without words to back up all kinds of emotional scenes.  Scary music goes with scary scenes.  Happy music goes with happy scenes.  Sad music is put with sad scenes; all without lyrics.  
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Even the restaurant business gets into using music to communicate messages without words.  When the rush comes, fast paced background music hastens people in their eating to keep people moving.  Whereas slow background music makes for relaxed slower paced meal times.  So what does the message of the rock beat communicate subconsciously?  Let’s go to the authors and see what they say.

Elvis Presley said, “It’s the rock beat that makes you move.”

The Rolling Stones said, “The term, rock and roll is a blues euphemism for sexual intercourse.”

John Oats said, “Rock n roll is 99% sex.”

Huey Lewis said, “The heart of rock and roll is the beat, it’s the back beat rhythm that really drives em wild.”

We might now ask how did they or where did they learn this deviant form of music?  The answer is that it comes from Satan.  According to Ezekiel 28:13, Satan was involved in heavenly worship music before he rebelled and was cast out of heaven.  He had tabrets, a percussion instrument and pipes that he was created with.  Doesn’t it stand to reason then that in rebellion and countering God he would have a rebellious countering of God’s type of music that he would bring to the earth to wreak ungodly immoral devilish havoc?  Listen to what the rock experts say themselves of how they derived their music.

The rolling stones credited their album, “Their Satanic Majesties Request”, as inspired from recordings made while visiting the Joujouka tribe of Morocco Africa during demon conjuring ceremonies.  Album “Goat’s head soup” was attributed to recordings made with the Rastas tribe of Jamaica doing voodoo.

Paul McCartney recorded “Band on the Run” after visiting the native Lagos tribe of Nigeria W. Africa.  The natives accused him of stealing their music.

Mick Fleetwood of Fleetwood and Mac recorded “The Visitor” after visiting tribes in Ghana West Africa to get “their sound and feel.”

Jimmy Page and Robert Plant of Led Zepplin made extensive recordings of Hindus in Bombay India to inspire several recordings.

Jimmy Hendrix admitted communion with spirits.

The Eagles chose their name from the major spirit of the Indian cosmos from which they have gotten many songs glorifying demons, sorcery and the occult and hell.

Bob Larson said, “the beat of rock music is a force accommodating demonic possession and therefore is not worthy as a vehicle to communicate the Gospel.”

Dan Lucarini said, “God does not accept worship music that is the same style used by pagans for immoral purposes.”

What further needs to be said?

A second characteristic of unsanctified worldly rock music is the whispery, breathy, intimate crooning into a microphone held directly to the mouth first mastered by the King of rock and roll Elvis Presley.  
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Today such mastery is required for those who would advance in singing talent contests in the world and for singing groups even of Christian colleges.  It appeals to the lust of the flesh because it is an intimacy that should only be had with ones spouse.  The world has taken it up to promote fornication and adultery.

A third characteristic of unsanctified worldly rock music is the sliding all over the place on notes when singing that grasps attention and arouses the mind and body not to the message but to the sound and feel of the music.  Once again even Christian colleges are using such techniques in choosing singers to represent their colleges and their music.

PRAISEWORTHY TEACHING.

Colossians 3:16 says, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”  According to this verse of scripture the purpose of music is not for our pleasure but to the Lord.  Revelation 4:11 teaches us that we were not created by God to pursue our pleasure but we were created for God’s pleasure.  Our sanctified music then is for the pleasure of God.  What pleases God is that which is holy and separated from sin, the devil and this world.  If it is not separated it is not acceptable to God.  If it is not praising and honoring to the Lord it is not acceptable.

Sanctified Christian music is also for teaching and admonishing.  It should have a doctrinal message with a spiritual admonition for spiritual blessing.  Much of Christian music today feels good, gives an emotional lift and makes you tap your foot but what does it communicate spiritually?  Ideal sanctified Christian music will have a very good biblical message with godly music to match.  We have that in the vast majority of our songs and hymns of the faith in our hymnbook.  The music we have in our hymnbook is not duplicated anywhere in the world it is distinctively Christian.  Lets embrace, celebrate and remain right there and make music that follows that example.  Consider such songs as Holy Holy Holy.  The music and message match perfectly.  Consider Praise Him Praise Him.  Once again a perfect example of an exciting tune of praise matching lyrics of praise.  Consider Yield not to Temptation.  Here are lyrics that are self- examining and admonishing with a minor key to match the provocation of spiritual intra-spection.

Sanctified Christian music is plainly stated as psalms hymns and spiritual songs.  Psalms are poetic anthems of praise like what David wrote for the worship of God by Israel.  “The Lord liveth and blessed be my Rock and let the God of my salvation be exalted.”  Such lyrics must be matched with a praiseworthy tune and have been.  Hymns are songs of doctrine that magnify the doctrines of God such as “How Great Thou Art or To God be the Glory or Wonderful Grace of Jesus.”  Once again these are fine specimens of matching lyrics with a God honoring tune.  Spiritual songs are songs of any spiritual biblical theme.  Great examples are Victory in Jesus, Amazing Grace, and When we all get to heaven.  Once again perfect examples of lyrical excellence matched with God honoring praise worthy music.
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Will you admit it if you have unspiritual unsanctified music?  Will you humble yourself concerning music and pray to God like I did and surrender it to Him and ask him to change your desires to desire what He pleases Him?  You will never be any more spiritual in your relationship with God than the music you listen to.  Is it not time to become sanctified in your music?
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