CALVINISM

1. T  otal Depravity.

2. U nconditional Election.

3. L imited Atonement.

4. I rresistible grace.

5. P erseverance of the saints.

ARMINIANISM

1. C onditional Election.

2. U niversal Atonement.

3. U ncertain Perseverance.

4. R esistable grace.

5. E nablement of the Spirit by second blessing.

BIBLICISM

1. D epraved yet conscientious.

2. R esponding atonement.

3. E lection mutual.

4. S ufficient grace.

5. S anctification positional and progressive.

For many decades in America there has been a very large and growing sector of Bible believing churches that see unscriptural extremes in Calvinism and Arminianism.  The term Biblicist has been coined for those who would consider themselves neither Calvinistic nor Arminian.  This position has historically rejected as unscriptural mainly the 3 points of Calvinism: Unconditional election, Limited Atonement and Irresistible Grace.  Biblicists have also rejected mainly the two points of Arminianism: Uncertain Perseverance and Enablement of the Spirit by second blessing.  Biblicists have been called two Point calvinists or three point arminians in the past.  But Calvinists see them as Arminians and Arminians see them as Calvinists.  Biblicists today, however, reject all the points of Calvinism as unscriptural and all the points of Arminianism as unscriptural.  We now put forth the position of Biblicism, which is neither Calvinism nor Arminianism.

Pastor Spitsbergen is qualified by experience to address the subject.  His father was Dutch Reformed Calvinist and mother Nazarene Arminian and they became GARBC Baptist.  At PCC he learned to refute Calvinism.



CALVINISM






VS.


ARMINIANSM





AND


BIBLICISM





BY



PASTOR TIMOTHY J. SPITSBERGEN


CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH, 17430 94th Ave. TINLEY PARK IL 60468

                                                                                                                                              2

INTRODUCTION

For many years there have been churches and theologians who have not identified themselves with either Calvinism or Arminianism.  John R. Rice in his book, False Doctrines answered from scriptures, said, “Both Arminius and Calvin, we believe, were woefully deficient in their teachings.  We simply cannot get comfortable with either one of them; so what do we do?  We strongly advise that neither of them should be our teacher and that neither Arminianism nor Calvinism should be our doctrine.”  Due to John R. Rice’s influence, many independent Baptists follow that advice.  Also, Considering the teaching of I Corinthians 1 and the carnality of saying one is of Paul or Apollos etc., it would seem, wise Christians would avoid either label.  However, Calvinism and Arminianism have been around since the reformation, at least, and have brought division and confusion to churches.

Just a little familiarity with Christian history reveals that there was a great divide that came early in Methodism between the two great leaders, John Wesley and George Whitefield.  Wesley was Arminian and Whitefield was Calvinist.  They strove and divided over these theological positions.  In Baptist history there has been the same divide.  In England and colonial America there were two basic types of Baptists.  There were Particular Baptists who believed in a particular call to salvation (Calvinism) and General Baptists who believed in a General call to salvation (Arminian).  The Separate Baptist movement of the Great Awakening was a modified Calvinism, which probably began the movement toward Biblicism among Baptists.

It is not the purpose of this treatise to attack one theological position and justify the other.  Instead there has risen a third theological position that views both Calvinism as having unscriptural extremes and Arminianism as having unscriptural extremes.  Those extremes should be honestly presented, understood and considered.  The third position has been called by some as, Biblicism, because it is believed that it is a purely scriptural position without compromise.  It is a position that relies entirely upon scripture and not on logical deductions that go beyond scripture.  

To our knowledge adherents of Biblicism have labored to point out the extremes of Calvinism and Arminianism, but have not put forth a clear position of their own.  Two viewpoints to dealing with the matter have existed.  One viewpoint is to accept certain points viewed as correct from each and to reject the others that are viewed as incorrect.  For example some, when among Calvinists have identified themselves as two point Calvinists accepting total deparavity and perseverance of the saints while rejecting unconditional election, limited atonement and irresistible grace.  When among Arminians, these same identify themselves as three point Arminians accepting Conditional election, Universal atonement, and resistible grace.  With chagrin we have found that Calvinists view such as Arminians and Arminians view such as Calvinists.
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Yet there is another viewpoint that considers it unwise compromise to accept any of the points of Calvinism or any of the points of Arminianism.  Curtis Hutson wrote a book entitled, Why I disagree with all five points of Calvinism.  Each system of thought has its points building on each other and connected to each other so that the whole system of thought is skewed and should be rejected in each case.   The consistent thread of error in Calvinism is a skewed view of God’s sovereignty and in Arminianism a skewed view of the free will of man.  This is probably the wisest way to handle the matter and is what will be postulated here concerning both Calvinism and Arminianism.

It is not the intent of this treatise to demonize or label heresy upon men of God on either side of these issues.  Clearly there are and have been very sincere men of God on both sides of the spectrum of theology.  Men make mistakes.  But when it is made evident that men have made mistakes it is just pure pride to continue to live in error because of great men who have preceded us.  We should always be studying scripture and praying that we rightly divide the word of truth and follow God not men.

EXAMINING CALVINISM

The common five points of Calvinism forming an acrostic from the word TULIP, are: Total depravity, Unconditional Election, Limited Atonement, Irresistible Grace and Perseverance of the Saints.  Taking each one in order there are greater or lesser scriptural problems with each.

TOTAL DEPRAVITY.

Anyone who would deny the doctrine of hamartiology or the sinfulness of man would indeed be a heretic because the scripture is clear on the sinfulness of man.  Romans 5:6 says, for by one man sin entered into the world and death by sin and so death passed upon all men for that all have sinned.  Psalm  51:5, says, Behold I was shapen in iniquity, in sin did my mother conceive me.  Romans 3:23, says, For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.  Ephesians 2:1, says, And you hath he quickened who were dead in trespasses and sins.  We have inherited a sin nature passed down to us through our fathers going back to Adam.  That sin nature is active in every one of us moving us to think sinfully and act sinfully.  We are indeed dead spiritually and need to be made alive spiritually by the miracle of the new birth.

Biblicists point out however that Calvinists view total depravity as total inability to an extent of minimizing or even ignoring the conscience.  They believe that man is so depraved that he possesses and practices every evil throughout his life and has no knowledge or comprehension of righteousness or right living.  Now we know that any righteous deed done outside of the power of God through salvation is filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6), because no righteous act can bring us to God.  Therefore by the deeds of the Law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight (Romans 3:20).  However, God has created every man with a conscience.  
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Romans 1:19,20, says, Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them for God has showed it unto them.  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen being understood by the things that 

are made even his eternal power and godhead so that they are without excuse.  Many men reveal the truth that they were made in the likeness and image of God by living their entire lives according to certain conscientious convictions.  There are people who their entire lives detest certain sins and never come close to desiring them or practicing them and yet they are lost in their sins.  Romans 3:10, says, As it is written there is none righteous, no not one.

UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION.

The problems with unconditional election are many.  First, it puts God in time and God is transcendent of time.  God sees past, present and future all at the same time.  There cannot be a choosing made by God in the past.  The proper way to understand God reaching out and choosing to save people is at the point of their salvation.  This is consistent with scripture because when the New Testament refers to the saved as being the elect it is always after their salvation not before.  God never refers to an unsaved man in the sense of being elect and at a point in the future becoming saved.  Yet this is the error of Calvinism.  Calvinists think in terms of election being already accomplished and that there are unsaved people who are elect that will get saved according to predestination.  Technically if that were true their doctrine should honestly be called unconditional Pre election.  

If Unconditional Pre-election were true than it must also be that God has already in past time pre-elected those that will not be saved to damnation according to the Calvinist view of God’s sovereignty.  Such a view clearly makes God a respecter of persons and leads to supralapsarianism, that God is the author of sin and the fault of every man that goes to hell.  God is not the author of sin.  James 1:13 says, Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man. Hence the Calvinist has a skewed view of the Sovereignty of God.  They make God’s sovereignty to mean that He has absolute control of every thing.  But to make God to control every thing is to limit His sovereignty for does not God have the right to choose not to control certain things?  Does God have the right not to choose certain things?  We know this must be true because Jesus who is fully God knows not the hour of his return, (Mark 13:32).  That is not to say he is no longer omniscient, but to understand that in His sovereignty as God that He has the right to choose not to know or do what ever he chooses not to know or do.  This expanded understanding of the sovereignty of God explains how that God the Father could forsake God the Son on the cross though omnipresent.  God can choose not to be somewhere if He wants to.  

The fact of scripture is that the saved are elect according to the foreknowledge of God, (I Peter 1:2), nothing more or less.  God in his foreknowledge knows who will be saved and who will not be.  Those who choose to receive Christ are chosen by Christ that very same moment and rightly become the elect of God at that point!  
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We could pack up and go home on that.  The resolution to Calvinism’s error is settled.  It is not all the sovereign choice of God only at salvation. And the resolution to Arminian’s error is settled.  It is not all the free will of man’s choice only at salvation.  It is God choosing us and we choosing Him at the same time!  The gospel message to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ is a command to be obeyed for which man is fully accountable.  Yet the saved know that God was convicting us to be saved and has stated that He has chosen us, (I Peter 2:9).  

Another problem of Unconditional election is that it logically leads to what some call hyper Calvinism or what true Calvinists call consistent Calvinism.  That is since God has already pre-elected few to be saved and the masses to damnation, the pre-elect will get saved in God’s time by God’s sovereign grace without the pollution of man.  Therefore such Calvinists do not believe in giving invitations lest someone “get saved by the will of man” and not by the sovereign grace of God and be deceived.  We remember that in the days of the great Baptist father of the modern missions movement, William Carey, that he was told by the Calvinist brethren that, “When God gets ready to save the heathen he will do it without your help or ours.”  Calvinist churches historically have been dead evangelistically.  The Calvinist movement founded by Calvin such as the Dutch Reformed church has been dependent upon using Catholic methods of sacraments and theology to reach people not gospel evangelism.  The Dutch church to this day is almost exclusively Dutch because of their dead Calvinism concerning evangelism.

LIMITED ATONMENT.

Limited Atonement is probably the saddest doctrine of Calvinism for two reasons.  It excludes lost people from the hope of salvation and eternal life and leads the Calvinist to corrupt the word of God.  John 3:16 says, For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son that whosoever believeth in him should not perish but have everlasting life.  I John 2:2, says, He is the propitiation for our sins and not for ours only but for the sins of the whole world.  Revelation 22:17 says, And the Spirit and the bride say come.  And let him that heareth say come.  And let him that is athirst come.  And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.  It would seem just from these few verses of scripture that the doctrine of Limited Atonement would be recognized by Bible believers to be absurd.  The way Calvinists deal with these verses is shameful.  They corrupt the word of God by insisting on their theological paradigm above scripture.  It would be good to be reminded that the Bible came first.  We get our theology from the Bible and not our Bible from our theology.  Every Calvinist looks at these verses and shamefully states that the “world” is the world of the elect and cannot include the world of the non elect for they have been pre-elected to hell.  Therefore Christ only died for the sins of those he pre-elected to salvation.  The only “whosoevers” that “will” are those that are the pre-elect.  

Obviously the conclusion of such errant logic has to be that the unsaved are not loved by God and have no hope of salvation.  God has pre-elected them to hell.  Bible believers know that this cannot be true for in Acts 17:30, God commandeth all men everywhere to repent.  God would not command all men to repent if it were not a possibility for them to
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repent unless now we conclude that God is a deceiving liar?  God is not a man that he should lie.  I Timothy 2:3,4 says, For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our saviour who will have all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  Jesus did die for the sins of the whole world.  He does love every sinner.  He desires that

all men repent and believe His gospel.  II Peter 3:9, says, God is… not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  

IRRESISTIBLE GRACE.

To the Calvinist Irresistible Grace means at the pre appointed time by pre election the pre-elect cannot resist the effectual call to salvation, but will be saved at that time.  Such a call never comes to the non pre-elect.  Titus 2:11 says, For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men…  Some Calvinists say there is a special call that is effectual to the elect that the non- elect do not have.  There is general grace to all and special or “prevenient” grace that results in the salvation of the pre elect.  This is obviously a clear disbelieving of Titus 2:11.  

But even concerning the call to salvation of the elect as being irresistible, the Calvinists  point to the conversion of Saul and how there was no ability of Saul to resist made clear by his own words, who art thou Lord?  But in reality this illustration of the conversion of Saul is the evidence that the call of grace to salvation is resistible for the Lord said to him, it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.  God had been convicting and drawing and calling out to Saul by His grace to come to salvation by the preaching that he had heard, by the testimony of the believers he had persecuted and by the witness of the martyrdom of Stephen.  All this grace had been resisted.  

The fact of scripture is that Irresistible Grace is nowhere to be found in scripture, just the opposite. In Matthew 23:37, Christ called out to the Jews of Jerusalem and said, oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem…, how often would I have gathered thy children together as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not.  This is the obvious illustration how a hen will sacrifice her own life in threat of fire or chicken hawk to save her chicks applied to the love of Christ for His people to be saved from Hell and the devil.  But, the Jews unlike chicks resisted his call to salvation unnaturally, for chicks come to their mother’s beckoning call and are saved.

PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS.
Many Calvinist Baptists view this doctrine as merely eternal security.  However the doctrine is not the preservation of the saints but the perseverance of the saints.  It is true that the saved have everlasting life, (John 3:16).  If it could be lost it would not be everlasting.  But the question here is not eternal security, but the perseverance of the saved.  Do saved people fall?  The answer from scripture is clearly yes.  John Mark was a man that forsook Paul on the first missionary journey.  The contention between Paul and Barnabas was so strong that they divided company over John Mark.  Paul had written him off.  He had fallen.  Demas also forsook Paul.  
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The fact of the matter is that saved people do not always persevere.  Now we know that John Mark was saved and praise the Lord the just man that fell rose again and later on Paul acknowledged that John Mark was again profitable for the ministry and he became the author, by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost of the second Gospel narrative.  Christians do fall and sometimes don’t even get back up before they pass into eternity.  According to I John 5:16, there is a sin for the believer that is unto death.  According to Luke 13:9, And if it bear fruit well: and if not, then after that thou shalt cut it down.   That is the fig tree that after years of digging and dunging that still does not bear fruit may be taken out of this world by death to glory.  But, all that are saved are kept by the power of God, (I Peter 1:5).  Jesus said in John 10:27, My sheep hear my voice and I know them and they follow me and I give unto them eternal life and they shall never perish neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

EXAMINING ARMINIANISM.

Like Calvinism Arminianism has 5 points of theology that are arranged in an acrostic CUURE which stands for: Conditional election, Universal Atonement, Uncertain Perseverance, Resistable Grace, and Enablement by second blessing of the Spirit.  While it might seem odd to now argue against points that are the opposite of Calvinism it must be remembered that Arminianism like Calvinism is built on a faulty premise.  All points are connected to that faulty premise and build on each one and we must look to the heart of the problem of Arminianism.   There is as much danger today in fundamental Baptist circles in swinging into Calvinism as overreacting to Calvinism and swinging unwittingly into Arminianism.  Many Baptists without realizing it, by rejecting Calvinism are moving toward the unscriptural extremes of Arminianism primarily in the area of second blessing of the Spirit, which we shall see.

CONDITIONAL ELECTION.

When Arminians speak of Conditional Election they emphasize the free will of man.  God has given to man a free will to choose salvation, but here with this first point of Arminianism we must recognize an unscriptural extreme and avoid it.  To the arminian the free will of man means that man can choose salvation at any time and over and over and can choose to reject it any time and over and over.  Is that scriptural?  Absolutely not!  The Bible is clear that there is a time to get saved.  There is a window of opportunity to choose salvation and to reject it may mean the window may close and the opportunities no longer come.  Hebrews 3:15, says Today if ye hear his voice harden not your hearts...  This implies that God expects immediate repentance without delay when the Gospel is made known and His Spirit is convicting and drawing.  II Corinthians 6:2, says, Behold now is the accepted time, behold now is the day of salvation.  

In the Old Testament Isaiah 55:6 says, Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near.  This implies that there may come a time when if one ignores or rejects the opportunity to be saved that it may pass them by and then when they would like to seek the Lord they will not find him or call upon him and he will not hear.  
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The writer of Proverbs supports this in Proverbs 1:24, Because I have called and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand and no man regarded…I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh…then shall they call upon me, but I will not answer, they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me.  Similarly, God said to Noah in Genesis 6:3, …my spirit shall not always strive with man…

The fact of scripture is that according to Romans 2:4 The goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance.  According to John 1:9, Christ is the light that lighteth every man that cometh into the world.  According to John 12:32 since Jesus was lifted up he will draw all men unto himself.  According to Romans 8:30, God calls them that are justified.  We dare not ignore that in order to be saved we must choose to repent and believe the gospel when God the Father is calling, God the son is drawing and God the Holy Spirit is convicting.

UNIVERSAL ATONEMENT.

While we have already established that Christ died for the sins of the whole world and is the propitiation for the sins of the whole world there is something mysteriously absent in this doctrine the way that Arminians believe it in light of their skewed view of free will compared with scripture.  II Corinthians 5:19,20 does not merely say, be ye reconciled to God.  But it first says, To wit God was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them.  

The fact of the scripture is that God is not removed from the application of atonement and the reconciling of man to Himself.  It is not just a matter of man by His free will appropriating the atonement and accepting reconciliation.  It is sinful man coming to God for the atonement and reconciliation by faith and God personally meeting him and granting reconciliation and applying the atonement.  Do you not see that if God is not personally involved in saving, how can it be called a new birth of the Spirit?  Do you see how that the free will of man distorts into thinking that since man merely chose the atonement he can merely reject it or lose it after having professed to receive it?  But if God is involved in giving it then God can be trusted and his word depended upon that since He gave it He can and will keep it.  Amen!

UNCERTAIN PERSEVERANCE.

All arminians believe that since it was merely their free will that chose salvation than they can lose their salvation, fall from salvation or give it up if they so choose.  And by so doing they also believe that at any time they can choose or take salvation back again.  Arminians take scriptures out of context to support this.  Some favorites are Galatians 5:4, …ye are fallen from grace.  Another is John 15:2, Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away.  And another is Hebrews 6:6, …if they shall fall away… In each of these cases and any other it cannot be proven that any of these speak of the saved becoming lost.  A Christian may fall away from understanding grace properly, but not lose his salvation.  A Christian who does not bear fruit may be taken away to heaven, but does not lose his salvation.  And In Hebrews it appears to be speaking hypothetically with
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the word “if” not at all saying that the saved can lose salvation.  The one in that text may not even be saved, but of the stony ground type that just came close.

The scripture does teach that there are those that fall away and apostacize.  In our eschatology and according to II Thessalonians 2:3 there is a “falling away”.  Many of us believe that the theological modernism of Protestantism presently is the fulfillment of that prophecy.  The saved leave modernism and modernism is left of and made up of those professing Christ but not possessing Christ.  They are those who have another gospel, which they call the social gospel.  Such falling away cannot be a losing of the possession of salvation for that would deny the many promises of scripture that salvation is everlasting life, given by God and kept by God.  In Hebrews 13:5, God promised the believer, I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.  

Also, in Hebrews 6:4-6 we are told that it is impossible…if they shall fall away to renew them again unto repentance.  From this passage we should not conclude that it is even possible for the truly saved to fall away or lose salvation and another thing we should be certain of is that those that fall away, for them it is impossible to come again to repentance.  Meaning that if it didn’t work for them the first time it won’t work for them the second time either.  Such crucify the son of God afresh and put him to an open shame.

Like with the doctrine of salvation, that man chooses salvation at the same time God chooses man to be saved, so also is the doctrine of preservation.  I Peter 1:5, says we are kept by the power of God.  But Jude 21 says, Keep yourselves in the love of God.  This is not contradictory, but the will of man meeting the will of God in obedience by the power of God.  Once again we quote Philippians 2:13, For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.

RESISTIBLE GRACE.

We have already established that the grace of salvation that appears to all men is indeed resistible.  But it is not sufficient in the line of thinking of the Arminian to leave it at that.  For to be consistent they would believe that God’s grace were totally resistable by the free will of man at any time and in any situation, which is sometimes true and sometimes false.  If that were entirely true than how could God say to the apostle Paul in 

II Corinthians 12:9,  My grace is sufficient for thee?  Or in II Corinthians 9:8, And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye always having all sufficiency in all things may abound to every good work.  Philippians 2:13 says,  It is God that worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.  Jude 24 says, Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our saviour be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.  
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What arminians fail to believe is that God is able to take dominion over what He has purchased and apply sustaining grace and preservation, even when the saved don’t feel like it or will it.  If a saved man never in this life commits adultery, murder or blasphemy, is it not because of the grace of God?  Are there not times when we would give in to the flesh, but God provides a way to escape and directs our feet away from the path of sin?  So, on one hand it is possible according to Hebrews 12:15, to, fail of the grace of God.

That is, fail to, by faith, appropriate the grace of God.  And then on the other hand there are times when God by taking dominion and by His sustaining grace upholds us even when we would not appropriate His grace.  Peter failed of the grace of God not to deny the Lord as Christ foretold, yet in his despair God’s sustaining grace prevented him from going out and committing suicide as Judas had done.

ENABLEMENT BY SECOND BLESSING OF THE SPIRIT.

Arminians have divided the Christian experience into two distinct and definite stages.  The view of salvation is that it is merely a possession of a ticket to heaven or a get out of the broad road pass only.  Every Christian must experience a second working of God’s grace, which they call the baptism of the Holy Spirit on the same level of power as salvation or even greater for it is unto discipleship and personal holiness and gifts of the Spirit.   It is almost as if a saved person does not possess the Spirit of God and is not really a disciple of Christ yet and after salvation can continue living as if no inward or outward change has happened yet.   Holiness Arminians believe that when the baptism of the Holy Spirit occurs they become sinlessly perfect at that time.  The pentacostal or charismatic branches of Arminians believe that the evidence of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, unfortunately, is not a holy life, but speaking in tongues and other sign gifts of the Spirit.  Arminian Baptists believe that a second work of grace or Baptism of the Spirit is essential in order to become a disciple of Christ and to begin to have power to be sanctified and overcome sin with power to witness and to serve God.

I Corinthians 12:13, says, for by one spirit are we all baptized into one body whether we be jews or Gentiles whether we be bond or free and have been all made to drink into one spirit.  Romans 8:9 says, …Now If any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of his.  Ephesians 4:30 says, We are sealed by the spirit of God unto the day of redemption.  At the moment of repentance and faith unto salvation we get all of the Holy Spirit, but the Holy Spirit does not necessarily get all of us.  At salvation we are sanctified, (I Corinthians 6:11).  God has sanctified us positionally and begins to sanctify us progressively.  If that were not so, than we should cut II Corinthians 5:17 out of our Bible, Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold all things are become new.  

The Spirit may lead believers without Bible instruction to be baptized as the eunuch in Acts 8:36 and to join the church after baptism as the 3,000 in Acts 2:41, or to be called to preach as Saul at the moment of his salvation in Acts 26:16-18, or to quit fornication and alcohol etc. immediately at or after salvation.  Most of the time He does both.  He begins to lead us into Christ-likeness by speaking to us and using scripture to change our lives.

                                                                                                                                         11

  John 16:13, Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth; for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak; and he will show you things to come.  Romans 8:14, gives us the correct doctrine on this matter.   For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.  Immediately at salvation God’s Spirit who has entered His temple begins to lead the believer in conformity to the image of Christ.  And according to the Great Commission in

Matthew 28:19,20 and Acts 2:41 the moment we receive the word taught to us we become a disciple of Christ. 

There are multiple fillings of the Spirit.  The filling of the Spirit is a command that believers must obey according to Ephesians 5:18, And be not drunk with wine wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit.  The filling of the Spirit is when we yield ourselves completely to Him by confession of sin and ask to be filled (Luke 11:13).  The evidence today of the filling of the Spirit is not speaking in tongues, which was a sign to unbelieving Jews, (I Corinthians 14:22) and was only evidenced with Spirit filling when Jews were present (Acts 2:6, 10:46, 19:6), but boldness to witness (Acts 1:8, 4:31-33).  There are two expectable results when filled with the Spirit to witness.  One is, the salvation of the lost as the 3000 on the day of Pentecost.  The other is martyrdom as Stephen (Acts 6:3) and the alternating repeated experiences of Paul on the missionary journeys (II Corinthians 11:23-26).  We are in error if we teach that the filling of the Spirit results in successful abundant soul winning and revival only without martyrdom and persecution.  

Moreover, we are in need of repeated fillings of the Spirit.  The Christian experience is one of never eradicating sin.  I John 1:8 says, If we say that we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  It is therefore an experience of growth in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ and repeated fillings and repeated surrendering oneself as a living sacrifice and a constant looking and obtaining the all- sufficient grace to sustain us.  

Therefore as with Salvation and preservation where there is a meeting of the will of God and the will of man so also with sanctification.  God sanctifies and at the same time commands us to be sanctified and separate.  Biblical sanctification is also the will of the believer meeting the will of God with obedience to be sanctified.  Once again according to Philippians 2:13, For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
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EXPRESSING  BIBLICISM

Having explained the faults of the two systems of theology known as Calvinism and Arminianism by presenting a fuller picture of scripture as it applies, we now offer as an answer to these systems the Biblicist acrostic or acronym DRESS that represents the truths put forth here.  We who are saved are dressed in the robes of the righteousness of Christ at the moment of salvation and will be found after the Judgment Seat of Christ at the Marriage of the Lamb dressed in the fine, clean, white linen in Revelation 19:8, …For the fine linen is the righteousness of the saints.

Depraved yet conscientious: sinners are spiritually dead in sins yet morally conscious of God’s righteousness. Responding Atonement: sinner’s sins are actually atoned when God reaches down and saves the sinner who believes on the Lord Jesus Christ.  Election mutual: sinners are saved when they obey God’s command to repent and believe the

Gospel as God the Spirit convicts and God the son enlightens and draws and God the Father calls or chooses them to be saved at that moment.   Sufficient Grace: grace to save and keep the believer is often resisted, but it is sufficient to save and to keep the saved believer.  Sanctification positional and progressive: the saved are sealed by the Spirit of God and led by the Spirit of God at indwelling and are filled with the Spirit multiple times for bold witnessing as we yield to Him in obedience.

